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subjects in Oregon, by act of the British Parlia- 
ment, were the laws otf Upper Canada. Those 
were the laws which operated for the protection of 
their subjects beyond the Rocky Mountains; and 
that was practicable, because they were municipal 
laws, and laws for the punishment of crime. But, 
under the general phraseology of these instructions, 
go such object could be reached. Suppose the 
jaws of the United States were extended over Or- 
evon, What were they? The crime of murder, 
committed in the territory, could not be punished 
hy any authority of these laws. Congress had 
no municipal power, except within the District ot 
Columbia, sia such places as might be confined to 
its care. The Senator from Florida had suggested 
many other cases, in regard to which there were 
no laws of Congress which would apply, because 
our system excluded the enactment of municipal 
law. We have (said Mr. W.) no laws regulaung 
descent and the title to property, none relating 
to devises, or any of the relations of persons and 
roperty. J F ; . 
The first inquiry, then, which I would submit 
to the Senate is, how far it is necessary, under the 
circumstances of the case, to provide any tempo- 
rary enactment for the government of our citizens 
in Oregon? ‘This will depend very much upon our 
hopes or fears that the dispute between the two 
countries will soon be terminated. My hopes pre- 
dominate over my fears upon this point. I look 
fora settlement of the question and the fixing a 
line between the possessions of the two countries 
within a short period. ‘The question then is, 
whether it is necessary or expedient, on the whole, 
to disturb the existing state of authority there, by 
the interpositipn of any authority whatever? If 
the view that 1 have taken be taken also by the 
Senate, if we believe that the country will soon be 
inacondition that we may apply to it and estab- 


lish over it a territorial government, perhaps it | 


will be considered the most wise course to leave 
things as they are until that period arrives. 


The next thing is the preparation of a bill ma- | 


king provision for the establishment of an actual 
territorial government over Oregon. This en- 
tirely meets my approbation. 
time that some of the committees of this body 
should have under its consideration, and in progress 
of perfection, an organic law of this kind; and in 
this respect | coneur with all the suggestions con- 
tained in this branch of the instructions. 


Then comes the third object, which seems to | 
contemplate fixing the northern boundary. Well, | 


sir, upon such reflection as I have been able to give 
to the subject, I should rather incline to omit this 
for the present. I should rather incline to confine 
ourselves for the present to the preparation of a 


bill for the organization of a permanent territorial | 


government, entertaining the hope that before we 


separate the northern boundary may be fixed by | 
treaty; and if so, no provision of law on the part | 


of Congress will be necessary. If, however, there 
should be no settlement of the boundary, why 


I think it is high | 
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sible good could it do? If the controversy should 
be adjusted between the two Governments, it could 
be of no avail, for there was a temporary govern- 
ment already established; and if it should not be 
adjusted, it would be a work of supererogation. 


| As to making permanent regulations for the gov- 


ernment of the territory at this session, it appeared 
to be entirely useless; for they would have ample 
time at the next session, before the « xpiration of 
the twelve months after giving the notice, to act on 
the subject, and with much fuller knowledge than 
they could now possibly have. They would, by 
that time, know what effect would be produced by 


| the notice, whether there would be an adjustinent 


| of the question or not. 


Surely, this was a matter 
of no small importance. Under these impressions, 


| he should vote against the instructions. And he 


| hoped that the committee would take ample time 


for the consideration of the subject, 
Mr. ATCHISON said he should vote for all the 


| instructions; as for prescribing the northern bound- 


ary, however, that was a matter for after consid- 
eration. ‘They might make temporarily either 


| 54° 40° or 49° the limit for the extension of the 
| laws of the United States, without forfeiting any 
| right ef our own in the one case, or intruding 
| upon any rights of Great Britain in the other. He 


| any line. 


was willing to adopt a territorial government upon 
There was, he would admit, a good 
deal of force in the argument of the Senator from 
South Carolina. If the bill for the establishment 
of a permanent government were passed, it could 


| not take effect until the treaty was annulled and 





abrogated; but there could be no harm in extend- 
ing the laws of the Territory of Iowa over Oregon. 
They had municipal laws already in existence. 
The Committee on the Judiciary might examine 


| the municipal code of lowa and adapt them to the 
| condition of Oregon; but there was an absolute 


necessity for having a form of government estab- 
lished immediately upon the abrogation of the 


treaty; and if they were to form an opinion of 


what could be done at the next session by what 


_ had been done at this, they would hardly be ena- 
bled to provide the proper enactment if postponed 


until the next session. They had been, during the 


| whole of the past winter, debating the question of 


| notice, and it could hardly be expected that ina 
|| three months’ session a code of laws could be pre- 


| pared more conveniently than at present. 


Mr. WEBSTER. There were one or two ob- 
servations which he desired to make in reply to the 
Senator from South Carolina. He wished to state 
the reasons why, in his judgment, Congress ought 


| to take up the subject of making provision for the 


there will be time hereafter, even at the last day of | 


the session, to decide, if we must decide by law, 
pon a northern boundary. I would be glad, 


therefore, if the Senator from Missouri would | 


agree so to amend those instructions as to abstain 
‘rom touching upon the question of boundary, or 
of any temporary legislation for the territory of 
Oregon. It has been intimated, however, that it 
would be weil to give this matter some further con- 


sideration; and I move, therefore, that the Senate | 


do now adjourn. 

Mr. W., however, immediately withdrew his 
motion for adjournment at the request of 

Mr. CALHOUN, who rose and said his own 
impression was decidedly in favor of referring the 


Subject to the Committee on the Judiciary without 


Sly instructions; and his reason, in the first place, | 
was this: He thought it would be altogether im- | 
proper to encumber the committee with any in- | 
structions. But he would go further. His im- | 


pression was exceedingly strong that our wisest 
ourse, at present, was todo nothing. He did not 


think it would be advisable to pass any temporary | 


W in reference to that territory. 


57 


What pos- 





|| government of Oregon. 


Mr. WEBSTER, at the suggestion of several 
~ . . . 
Senators, gave way for a motion to adjourn; and 
ry ‘ . e 
Phe Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, June 1, 1846. 


The Journal of Saturday was read and ap- 
proved. 


Mr. MORSE introduced to the House Mr. Da.- 


vip S. Kaurrman, member elect from the State of 


Texas, who was qualified and took his seat. 


Mr. DOCKERY made an ineffectual effort to 


introduce a resolution. 


The SPEAKER announced the special order of 


the day to be the consideration of bills relating to 
the territories. : 
Mr. HUNTER asked the House to permit bills 
to be reported from the Committee on the District 
of Columbia. It was probable that the last of the 
three days set apart for the territorial business 


would be given to bills relating to the District, | 


and there would barely be time to have them 
printed. 

No objection having been made, Mr. HUN- 
TER, from the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia, reported a bill to amend the acts concerning 
the penitentiary in the District of Columbia; which 
bill was read twice and now remains on the Speak- 
er’s table. 


| 


} 


| doubt it wou 
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Mr. WASHINGTON HUNT, from the same 
committee, reported a bill to extend the provisions 
of the act of June 17, 1844, entitled * An aet con 
cerning conveyances or devises of places of pub- 
lie worship in the District of Columbia,” which 
was read twice and committed, 

TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 

On motion of Mr. McCLERNAND, the House 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
State of the Union, Mr. Bowniy, of Missouri, in 
the chair, and proceeded to the consideration of 
bills relatmne to the territories. 

On motion of Mr. MARTIN, of Wisconsin, 
the committee took up the bill to aid in the con- 
struction of certain roads in the Territory of Wis 
Consin. : 

The bill having been read, 

Mr. ROBERT SMITE offered an amendatory 
ill, or substitute, under instructions from the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Several of these amendments, in the form of 
items, were acreed to. 

The question then came up en an item adding to 
the bill a clause ** to improve the entrance at the 
mouth of Sheboygan river, $5,000. ”’ 

Mr. McCLERNAND remarked, that if any 
gentleman had in his possession information which 
would satisfy his mind that the bill ought to pass, 
he would be glad to hear it. He referred to the 
prospect of the ‘Territories of lowa and Wisconsin 
coming, at no distant day, into the Union, and to 
the preliminary steps which had already been taken 
towards that end. If they were about to take their 
places in the Union as States, they should make 
their own roads, as other States did. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Wisconsin, replied briefly, 
but spoke in a position so unfavorable that the 
reporter could only conjecture what he said. He 
alluded to the practice of the Government, for 
some years past, of making the appropriations 
contemplated by the bill, and proceeded to show 
that it was for the public benefit that they should 
he made, because, by means of them, public lands 
were brought into market, thus increasing the 
population of the Territories, and expediting the 
time when the Territories would be brought into 
the Union. The bill to brine Lowa into the Union 
might not pass. She might remain a Territory 
for years, but whether she did or not, the appro- 
priations were for the public benefit. 

Mr. WENTWORTH made a few remarks, the 
tendency of which was, that action on this bill 
should not be taken, until such time as the fate of 
the harbor bill (now pending in the other branch of 
Congress) had been Jecided. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH said, that he felt no 
more interest in this question than in any other. 
The Committee on Roads and Canals had found 
that it had been usual for several years past to ap- 
propriate the sum of $25,000 for the purposes of 
these improvements. ‘The committee could not 
determine itself what was the most judicious mode 
of expenditures. They had therefore consulted 
with the Delegates of the Territories. The bill, 
as originally introduced, had been framed on con- 
sultation with them. But upon subsequent con- 
sultation with their constituents, and on further 
light being thrown on the subject, the committee 
had seen the propriety of reporting an amendatory 
bill. It did not, he believed, increase the amount 
originally appropriated. Believing it to be the 
duty of the General Government whilst these 
Territories remained such, to do something for the 
construction of roads, he would feel bound to vote 
for the appropriation. When these Territories 
came in as States, they would be subject to the 


' same rules as were applicable to the other States; 
_ but so long as they were Territories, the fostering 


hand of the Government should be extended 
towards them. 

Mr. G. W. JONES said it was true that no bill 
had yet been passed authorizing the people of Wis- 
consin to form a State constitution, but there had 
been a bill reported for the purpose. He had no 

la pass. They were ready to adopt 
the constitution, and to ask admission as a State. 
Whether the bill passed or not, he doubted not that 
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the people would adopt their constitution, and send || tage over a State. Every year the delegate got 


itup here. But, whether they did or not, he was | 


opposed to making appropriauons for roads in any || 


Territory. He could see no difference between 
making an appropriation for roads in lowa, or for 
the same object ina State, 

He moved that the bill be reported to the House, 
with a recommendation that tt do not pass, 

Mr. McCLELLAND would dislike ve y much 
(he said) to see that motion prevail. So k 
Wisconsin remained a Territory, it was the duty of 
Congress to make these appropriations, unless the y 
refrained from them for the purpose of compelling 
her to become aState. Vrom his own knowledge, 
thre pe ople of that Territoi y were taking all the le- 
riuumate steps requisite lo their entrance into the 
Union, He believed that the appropriations were | 
applied as well as they could be applied under the 
circumstances. ‘They were neces sary not only to 
W ist onsin, but to the Union; be cause, in propor- 
tion to the progress of improvements, was the in- 
crease in the sale of the publhie lands. 

Mr. Me. adverted briefly to the advantages of 
a harbor as conte mpl ited by the ain ndmeit; yteld- 
ine for explanation to Messrs. W. HUN'T and 
MceCLERNAND. 

Mr. A. D. SIMS urged some constitutional rea- 
appropriations by the General Gov- 
ernment for harbors; denying the power, and ex- 

ressing the hope that the appropriation would not 
. made. It was wrong in principle and in re- 
sults, 

Mr. DOUGLASS made an earnest appeal to the 
committee not to go into a discussion of these ques- 
tions on the days set apart for the consideration of 
Territorial business, because the result would be 
that the whole time would be oceupied in them, and 
the House thus be deprived of an opportunity to 
act on the bills. ‘The constitutional question as to 
harbors had been sufficiently discussed on the har- 
bor bill. The other questions would be discussed 
on the land bill. All the members had made up 
their minds as to the right or power of the Goy- 
ernment to make these works, and he believed that 
every member was ready to vote, upon the judg- 
ment he had heretofore formed on the principle in- 
volved in the items of the bill. He hoped the com- 
mittee would vote without going into these abstract 
discussions. There was a long catalogue of Ter- 
ritorial bills; the whole time allotted would be re- 
quired for their con: ideration; and he hoped that 
they might be entered upon without any unneces- 
sary discussion. 

Mr. RATHBUN said that he had hitherto been 
in favor of these appropriations, and he believed 
that, generally speaking, the money had been well 
expended. But it was the duty of the House to 
pause, and see whether there were not reasons 
existing at this particular time which required not 
only that these annual and regular appropriations 
should be suspended, but that all extraordinary 
appropriations should be suspended, for the pur- 
pose of retaining the power to make appropria- 
tions for these things which could be postponed. 


a 7 ‘ 
is as 
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The nation was not now at peace; there was no || 


longer a large surplus in the treasury. ‘These an- 
nual appropriations might, without detriment, be 
postponed; and if, at the end of the year, another 
Congress should find that the war, the prosecution 
of which should command the resources of the 
whole country, had passed away, and that there 
were means in the treasury, then it would be right 
to continue the appropriauons for these regular 
objects. 

Mr. DODGE briefly but urgently advocated the 
amendment, poiting out the advantages of the 
location for a harbor, and putting some inquiries 
to Mr. Wentworrn on that point. Mr. D. also 
enforced the justice and al 
priations generally. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, in answer to the gentle- 
man from Iowa, said he knew well the merits of 
Sheboygan. It had claims. So had Manitowoe, 
and so had a great many other points on Lake 
Michigan. No point could be mentioned that he 
woulde not support under proper circumstances. 
Sut it would be remembered that when the harbor 
bill was before this House, Lake Michigan was 
the main point of attack. With great difficulty 
the bill passed. The Senate Commerce Commit- 
tee, he understood, had decided that there were 
too many harbors on the west side of Lake Mich- 
izan. Ifso, he thought it premature to urge She- 
boygan now. A Territory always had the advan- 





through a new harbor. Once begun, it became a 
tax upon the Government, and the Commerce 
Committee had to take care of it. There were 
three Territorial harbors within thirty miles in the 
bill that passed this House. Add this, and next 
year there would be four. There must come 
another when the Territorial bill comes up, and 
the year after the Commerce Committee will have 
five to take care of. Then the delegate will add 
another, and so on ad infinitum. To all this he 
had no particular objection. 
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But when the Senate | 


had a bill pending, and its fate was yet uncertain, | 


involving the interest of the whole commerce of 


the United States, he thought it best to suspend | 


action on additional items for the present. 
bill passed the Senate unscathed, he would not 
oppose this. But when it was contended that Lake 
Michigan had too much already, he was not for 


If that | 


adding more until the other appropriations were | 


safe, 


ferred that it be laid aside for a short time. 


He would not oppose the item, but pre- | 


Mr. W. HUNT and Mr. JOHN A. ROCK- | 


WELL said a few words in favor of the amend- 
ment. 


noes 56, the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr, E. H. EWING moved an amendment which | 


was declared to be out of order. 

Mr. McCONNELL moved an amendment 
(which was not entertained) ** for breaking up the 
running geer of ruin and foul legislation, two mil- 
lions of dollars.’’ 

‘The question then recurred on the motion of Mr. 
G. W. JONES, that the bill be laid aside to be 


it do not pass. 


The question was then taken, and, by ayes 67 
i ’ ’ 


reported to the House, with a recommendation that 


On a suggestion by Mr. COBB, the motion was | 


withdrawn. 


And the bill, as amended, was laid aside to be | 


reported to the House. 


Mr. HARALSON made an ineffectual motion | 
to postpone the special order, with a view to take | 


up the bill from the Senate, entitled ** A bill sup- 
plemental to an act entitled an act providing for the 
prosecution of the existing war between the United 
States and the Republic of Mexico, and for other 
purposes. a 

The committee, on motion of Mr. DODGE, 
took up, and, after some amendment, laid aside to 
be reported to the House, the bill making appro- 


priations for certain improvements in the Territory | 


of lowa. 


The committee, on motion of Mr. M. L. MAR- | 


TLN, took up, and, without amendment, laid aside 


to be reported to the House, the bill to amend the | 
act entitled An act to grant a quantity of land to | 


the Territory of Wisconsin for the purpose of aid- 
ing in Opening a canal to connect the waters of 
Lake Michigan with those of Red river. 

On motion of Mr. DODGE, the committee took 
up, and, without amendment, laid aside to be re- 


| ported to the House, the bill making appropriations 


for the survey of the Des Moines river in the Ter- 
ritory of Lowa. 


On motion of Mr. M. L. MARTIN, the com- 


mittee took up, and, without amendment, laid aside | 
to be reported to the House, the bill for surveying |) 
and constructing a military road from Fort How- || 


ard, in the Territory of Wisconsin, to Fort Wil- 
kins, in the State of Michigan. 


MINERAL LANDS. 


On motion of Mr. DODGE, the committee took 
up the bill to direct the President of the United | 


States to sell the reserved mineral lands in the 


States of Illinois and Arkansas, and Territories of | 


_ Wisconsin and Iowa, supposed to contain lead 
iency of the appro- || 


ore, 


Mr. RATHBUN raised the point of order, that | 


the bill was not a Territorial bill, and did not there- 
fore come within the special order, 


Some conversation followed, in which Messrs. | 
| DODGE, J. H. EWING, HOGE, RATHBUN, | 


A. D. SIMS, McCLERNAND, P. KING, and 


JACOB THOMPSON, participated. 
The CHAIRMAN said he would submit the 


question to the committee whether the bill should || 


be taken up or not. 
The vote stood—ayes 86, noes 28. 


So the bill was taken up, and read as follows: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United Stutes of America in Congress assembled, That 


| the President be, and he hereby is, directed, as soon as 


June | ‘ 


practicable, to cause all the reserved lead mines and con 

tiguous lands in the States of Tiinois and Arkansas a, d 
Territories of Wisconsin and Lowa, belonging to the Unit d 
States, to be exposed to sale, in the same manner that other 
public lands are authorized by law to be sold: except : 
hereinafter provided. ’ 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That six months? notie 
of the times and places of said sales shall be given 
newspapers of general circulation, in such of the States » 
the President may think expedient, with a brief dex ript on 
of the mineral regions of the States of Mlinois and Arka otis 
and Territories of Wisconsin and lowa, and of the |: nds t 
be offered for sale ; showing the number and localities ¢; the 
different mines now Known, the probability of discovering 
others, the quality of the ore, the facilities of workine i 
the further facilities (if any) for manufactories of shot. shoe 
lead, and paints, and the means and expense of transporting 
the whole to the principal markets in tie United States.” 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That upon satistaeto 

proof made to the register and receiver of the proper | 
office, that any tract or tracts of said Jands contain a mine ; r 
mines of lead ore, actually discovered and being wi rked 
then, and in that case the same shall be sold in such Jocal 
subdivision or subdivisions of not less than forty acres. ys 
will include such mine or mines; and if such tract er tracts 
shall not be sold atsuch public sale, they may be entered at 
private sale as other lands: Provided, That no legal syiqij 
vision of any of said lands, upon which there may be ay 
outstanding lease or leases from the Government of the 
United States, or their authorized agent, unexpired and ny 
determined, shall be sold until after the determination of 
such lease or leases by efflux of time, voluntary surrender, oy 
other legal extinguishment thereof, 

Mr. RATHBUN moved to amend the second 
section by adding a proviso, * that such lands 
should not be sold for less than ten dollars per 

99 af t 
acre. Rejected. 

Mr. R. then moved a similar proviso at five dol- 
lars per acre. 

Mr. R. said that some of these lands were wort); 
an immense sum of money, and would in a short 
time be worth thousands; that was, the lands wher 
mines were ascertained to exist. He was in favo, 
of selling these lands, but not of giving themaway, 
nor of throwing valuable property into the hands 
of speculators, without something like adequat: 
compensation. He was not in favor of allowing th: 
whole mining territory of the Government to be 
sold at $1 50 per acre. If other gentlemen wer 
so, they had the privilege of voting accordingly. 

He had long been satisfied that it would be bet- 
ter the lands should be sold; but in doing this care 

should be taken that something like an equivalent 
in value should be received; something that might 
stand as an evidence, as an apology, that the most 
that could be obtained for them had been obtained. 

Some conversation followed between Mr. A. D. 
SIMS and Mr. RATHBUN, directed (as the re- 
porter understood) to the means by which it had 
yeen ascertained that the value of these lands was 
as great as alleged. 

Mr. JOSEPH J. McDOWELL (after som 
conversation with Mr. Rarusun and others as to 
the provisions of the bill) adVerted to the fact that 
| these lands had been exempted from the pre-emp- 
|| tion system, and said that the object of the Gov- 
ernment—that these lands might bring something 
| like their value—would be effected by this bill. It 

required that sufficient notice should be given to all 
, who wished to buy, of their sale; competition wowd 
| thus be produced according to the inducements held 
out by the value of the lands, and he would prefer 
to dispose of them in this way, than to fix a stated 
pare on them. He would therefore vote for this 
rill. 
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| Mr. McD. having concluded, 
|| Mr.McCLERNAND said: The gentleman from 
| New York [Mr. Ratuesvun] has spoken in oppos! 
tion to the bill. Mr. McC. was not surprised al 
that; for lately it seemed to be an inveterate habit 
with Mr. R., a kind of second nature, to oppos 
everything, without much discrimination between 
the right and the wrong. He says he is opposed 
to the bill in its present form, because its effect asa 
| law will be the sacrifice of a large quantity of most 
|| valuable mineral lands, and he has therefore moved 
an essential modification—one which, if adopte¢, 
will probably defeat every important and desirable 
| object contemplated by it. He proposes first to fix 
a minimum price of $10 per acre upon all of these 
lands; and, if that should fail, next a minimum o! 
| $5 peracre. In effect, he says such an amendment 
‘| will elevate the price of the lands above the ability 
|| of settlers to monopolize them by eapabinations, 
‘| and will admit the competition of speculators, ali 
| thus, by competition, increase the amount of a 
| nue to be derived from the lands. It appears to : 
|| his disposition to favor the acquisition of the land 
|| by speculators as a means to secure large reve 
] 
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nues, even at the expense of meritorious settlers, 
whose interests and expectations would be sact!- 
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tion, and large profits, to the sale of 
less price to the poor, who would live upon them, 
cultivate them, and thus add to the general wealth, 
and to the virtue, honesty, and dignity of the Amer- 
‘ean character. The gentlemen should not forget, 
if he ever knew the fact, that buta small proportion 
of these reservations actually contain mineral, and 
that by setting such a price upon them as he pro- 
noses, he will not only not sell them, but by the 
same act exclude from them population, settlement, 
cultivation, and the means of developing their vari- 
ous capabilities, agricultural, commercial, mechan- 
ical, and other advantages. Sut the gentleman 
alleges, without such a minimum the competition 
of the speculator will be excluded by collusion and 
combination among settlers. How so? It has been 
a constant habit to prefer this charge against the 
class of settlers, but it is without foundation, ex- | 
cept in those cases where combinations of settlers 
were necessary to meet and counteract combina- 
tions of speculators. And in such cases they are 
justifiable. The gentleman, however, may sup- 
‘nose that the same spirit may actuate the settlers 
that has actuated the ‘ anti-renters’’ in his own 
State. If this is the gentleman’s apprehension, he 
may rest assured he is mistaken. ‘The nation nor | 
the world affords no class of men more worthy than 
the setters and pioneers of the West and South- 
west. They are brave, hardy, industrious, and 
patriotic; they are generous and magnanimous, 
and none have contributed so much to extend the 
limits of the Republic, and to distinguish its char- 
acter, as they have done. It is the great army of 
pioneers Who have overcome the wilderness and 
ihe savage, privation and danger, to plant the flag 
of our free institutions upon distant and almost un- 
known lands. ‘The gentleman is equally mistaken | 
in regard to the value of these lands. They are 
not,as a body, worth as much as an equal quan- | 
tity which you, Mr. Chairman, could designate in | 
your own favored State, or as could be designated 
in Illinois, fit only for agricultural purposes. The || 
experience of Missouri has proved that lead lands || 
are not worth more than other good farming lands. || 
In that State, previous to 1829, there were 2,800 
sqnare miles of mineral reservations, and these 
were supposed to contain the best lead mines in the | 
Northwest. In that year they were offered for sale 
to the highest bidder, and since at private sale, at 
$1 25 per acre, and the highest average price re- 
ceived for those sold, and only a few were sold, 
was $1 28 per acre. The average price of all the 
public lands sold, of all descriptions, by the Gov- || 
ernment, is $1 27 per acre—thus showing only one 
eent’s difference. || 


An egregious error has prevailed in regard to the | 
value of these lands, and the general unacquaint- || 
ance of the publie with their value for many years; | 
and this has been the cause of the long-standing | 
controversy which has been kept up in and out of | 
Congress about them. It is a fact, sir, that they 
have been known and appreciated at more than 
their true value since 1690. In the seventeenth 
century ore was derived from them, and constitu- 
ted an article of traffic between French traders and 
the Indians inhabiting the country. 

In 1712, Louis the XIV, King of France, granted 
the mines in Louisiana to Anthony Crozat. In 
\717 they had been reunited to the domains of the 
Crown, and were granted to the ‘* India Company,”? | 
or “ Company of the West,’’ who held them until | 
1732, when they were again surrendered to the | 
Crown. Crozat, whilst searching for costly stones 
and precious metals, in which they were supposed 
‘to abound, made some discoveries of lead. The 
“Royal India Company” discovered and worked 
some of the most productive mines between the 
years 1723 and 1745. 

hese circumstances, together with the exagge- 
ated stories which were thus early circulated in 
regard to the incalculable treasure they were sup- 
posed to contain, with other causes, induced the || 
Jnited States, upon their acquisition of them— | 
those in Louisiana in 1803, embracing Missouri | 
and Towa, and those in Illinois and Wisconsin in 1 
\i87, by the cession of Virginia, to withhold them || 
from market, with the hope of realizing immense | 








wealth, The quantity reserved in Illinois is 389,- | 
120 acres; in Arkansas, about 115,200 acres; in | 
Wisconsin, 1,428,480 acres, and in Iowa, 285,126 | 
acres. In all, something more than 2,000,000 of | 
acres. ‘These lands have been surveyed and ex-’)| 


amined by geologists, and some of them have been | 


THE 


= | 
feed by his policy. He seems to pose specula- | 
: the lands at a || 


probably fobbed as salaries. 


| to previous reservations. 


worked for ore for more than one hundred and 
fifty years, and the fullest information is now be- 
fore the public in regard to their properties and 
value. But was this not the case, yet the bill is 
abundantly careful of the interests of the Govern- 
ment. It provides for advertising the lands, for 


Six months before sale, in every part of the Union 
| —together with a description of the quantity, qual- 


ity, and geological indications of the lands, th 


| facilities for working them and transporting their 


produce to market; and at public sale no prefer- 
ence is to be given except to the highest bidder. 
Why, then, should they not be sold? Every in- 


| trinsic reason, whether in respect to the public 
| knowledge of their value, or the caution of the bill 


under consideration, exists in favor of the measure. 
What now of extrinsic reasons? What of the 
wlicy and the fruits of the system of leasing these 
ands? Let facts speak for themselves 

In 1821 this system, with an agency to superin- 
tend it, was established. The agency consisted of 
one subaltern officer of the army, who was selected 
because he was on pay anyhow. Since 1821, up 
to 1845, thirty-nine superintendents, surveyors, 
and other officers enumerated, have been employ- 
ed, besides a long list of employees not enumerated. 
And this whole machinery of Federal patronage 
was commenced, has progressed, and now exists, 


| in the opinion of many, without any express au- 
| thority of law. 
| Department, and furnishes but another example of 
| the proneness of power to extension, extravagance, 

-and corruption, 1 
| ment, from 1821] to 1835, $50,676 68, $23,232 90 of 


It is a fungus-growth of the War 


This agency cost the Govern- 


which is charged to contingencies, and the balance 
From the last-men- 
tioned date to 1841, the agency was suspended. 
In 1841 it was renewed, and from that date to the 


| 30th of November, 1845, it cost the Government 


$17,797 82—making, in all, $68,474 50. 
What, now, has been the return of this outlay ? 


| A net revenue of $3,196 24 per annum, which, if 


charged with defaleations, the exhaustion of the 
lands of ore, of timber, and the injury done by 
superficial diggings, would, no doubt, be greatly 
overbalanced. 

But this is only a partial view of the evils sought | 
to be remedied. Strife has been engendered be- 
tween individuals, and litigation and bad feeling 


| between communities and the Government itself. 


In 1834 an act was passed, authorizing the crea- 


| tion of additional land districts in [inois, Missouri, 
| and the territory north of the State of Illinois. Sev- | 


eral districts were accordingly created, embracing 


| the lead lands in [llinois, and those now in Wis- 
|| consin. The fourth section of the act provides: 


“That the President shall be authorized, so soon as the | 
survey shall have been completed, to cause to be offered for 
sale,in the manner prescribed by law, all the lands lying in | 
said land districts, at the land offices in the respective dis 
tricts, in which the land so offered is emnbraced—reserving | 
only section sixteen in each township, the tract reserved 
for the villagé of Galena, such other tracts as have been 
granted to individuals and the State of Iinois, and sueh re- | 
servations as the President shalldeem necessary to retain for 
military posts, any law of Congress heretofore existing to 
the contrary notuithstanding.” 


This section was, no doubt, intended to repeal 
all previous laws withholding the mineral lands 
from market. It specially exempts them from | 
reservation, and clearly directs them to be sold | 
Accordingly, the officers charged with disposing 
of them proceeded to do so, without any reference 
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the soil is secured to the latter, the public lands are 
exempted from taxation before sale, and for five 
years after, whilst the trifling compensation secured 
to the State for these great advantages is a small 
quantity of school land, and the premise of five 
per cent. of the net proceeds of the sales of the 
pubhe lands. The Government enjoys the advan- 
tages stipulated in its favor, but the State is denied 
the most valuable of those pled we d to her. 
821, 389,120 acres of land have been withheld 
from market within her limits by the Government. 
These lands at $1 25 per acre, assuming that all 
of them would have been sold under a different 
policy, would have brought $486,350, five per cent. 
of the net proceeds of which would have been 
something less than 824,000; and the taxes upon 
the lands, at the average rate imposed by the State 
during the same period, would have amounted for 
twenty years past, tothe additional sain of $136,636 
90; making, in all, the sum of $160,636 90, of 
which the State has been wrongfully deprived by 
the mistaken and greedy policy of the Government. 
[t isa reproach to the Government to persist in so 
unwarrantable and injurious a pee This sum 
would efficiently assist that State in her noble and 
exemplary efforts to pay her heavy liabilities. 

In persisting in this policy, the Government has 
violated the resolution of 1785, inviting the cession 
of the northwestern territory, and the ordinance 
of 1787, organizing that territory, by which it sol- 
emnly pledged itself, in effect, to dispose of the 
public land, so as to cause them to be setiled and 
formed into distinet republican States. What con- 
stitutional authority has the Government to make 
itself a permanent general landholder? What right 
has it to hold landsexcept to dispose of them for 
purposes of settlement and cultivation ? What right 
to become a lead or land trader or speculator? 
What right has it to do any of those things any 
more than to embark in foreign or domestic trade, 
or in manufactures, or any other private enterprise 
or business? 

By persisting in it, it has revived the feudal rela- 
tion of Jandlord and tenant, or rather of lord and 


since 


vassal, with its appendages of rent and depend- 


ence—not between the feudal chief and villain, but 


| between the powerful government and the humble 


citizen. Look, for example, to the county of Jo 
Daviess, in Illinois, inhabited by twelve thousand 
people, all of whom are either tenants, or denied 
the opportunity of securing a frechold. With the 


exception of the town of Galena, there is not, per- 


haps, in the whole county a frechold. The same 
evil exists in Wisconsin and Iowa. Tenancy may 
be an appropriate feature of aristocracy, but cheap 
lands are the bulwarks of republicanism. Govern- 


/ment monopoly, if possible, is more odious than 


individual monopoly. Rome permitied a few pa- 
trician families to monopolize her domam lands, 


-and in the time of the Gracchi the consequence 
| was that these lands were crowded with degraded 


| nigh extinct. 


slaves, and her free population had become well- 
The Gracchi sought to remedy the 


evil, and were murdered, and upon that event fol- 


lowed the Social war, the sanguinary proscriptions 


| of Marius and Sylla, the battles of Pharsalia and 


Philippi, which last completed the overthrow of 
the Republic, and established upon its ruins the 


| gorgeous empire of the Cesars. The Government 


conflict of claims between individual purchasers |, 


and the Government, and hence the numerous law- | 
suits now pending in the courts of the Northwest | 
between these two parties. Lately these suits 
numbered thirty-one, and had then cost the Gov- 
ernment in attorneys and court fees $1,284 65. A 
million of acres of these lands at the price of $1 25 
per acre would bring $1,250,000, the annual inter- 
est upon which at six per cent. would be $75,000, 
whilst during the years 184] and 1842, it appears 
by the report of the Secretary of War, dated 16th 
of February, 1843, the whole rent received onl 
amounted to $1,600. For 1843 and 1844 the ex- 
pense of the agency was $20,729 11, whilst the 
rent for the same period is estimated at $4,856 28. 

See Com. Rep. to the present Congress.) In a 

nancial point of view, therefore, the whole sys- 
tem has resulted in a failure, 


nape 


The policy is equally unjust to the States in || 


which it exists. Take, for example, the case of | 
Illinois. 


here, not citizens, is the great land monopolist, and 
all know the vast and almost absolute power it is 
thus enabled to exert upon the public mind and 
policy of the new States. 

If it is the desire of the Government to develop 
the value of these lands, and to insure a steady and 


| increased supply of lead for public and private usc, 





| it can better be accomplished by individual than by 


Government enterprise and ownership. Spence 
of the Government should be uniform. Having 
ordered the mineral lands into market in Missour, 
why should it not do the same in Illinois and the 
two Territories? Shall different measures of jus- 
tice be dealt out to different States and communi- 
ties of the same Commonwealth? Such a discrim- 
ination, unjust and invidious, would be a reproach 
to a Government professing equal laws and even- 
handed justice. 
Mr. RATHBUN briefly replied. He consid- 
ered that the gentleman from Illinois had miscon- 
ceived his (Mr. R.’s) position. The gentleman 
seemed to consider him opposed to the sale of these 
lands; but he was in favor of it, and so expressed 


By the compact between that State and || himself, but for different reasons from those which 


the General Government, the primary disposal of |! actuated the gentleman. 
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The centleman stated that he (Mr. R.) always 
objected to what was right, and supported what 
was wrong. Mr. R. acknowledged that he did 
once wrong; but at the gentleman’s [Mr. 
McC.’s} solicitation, for an armory out west at 
Paducah, or some other place, but he had no other 
yote to regret, and he meant to vote right on this 
bill. It was true that Representatives from New 
York had oppose d this bill; but Mr. R. repudiated 
any idea of their being actuated by sinister motives, 


vote 


and referred to the great number of emigrants to 
that country from New York, who atill looked 
back to the Representatives of New York for pro- 
tection and favor, and to other facts in vindication 
of the right of the Representatives of New York 
to feel as great an interest in the welfare and ad- 
vancement of this country and its settlers as was 
entertained by any centiemen. He replied to 
several of the meidental points made by Mr. McC., 
and while advocating the sale of these lands at a 
fair and reasonable price, reiterated his objections 
to the present bill, whose operation, he thourht, 
would be to get rid of this most valuable portion 
of the lands, the mineral lands of the Northwest 
‘Territory, at &F 25 per acre. 

Mr. GEORGES. HOUSTON rose not to make 
aspeech, but to offer a substitute to the bill; and 
he appealed to gentlemen who had peculiarly in 
eharge the territorial business to Accept of it, and 
allow the question to be taken without further pro- 
tracting debate ; else the time allotted to this spe- 
cial order would be likely to be consumed, and but 
little action be had upon the subject. 

He moved an amendment in the form of a sub- 
stitute for the bill, which he explained contained 
the same provisions as the bill which passed at the 
last session, and which varied from the bill under 
consideration principally in that it fixed the mini- 
mum at which these lands should be sold for one 
year, after which liable to sale, like other lands, at 
$1 25 per acre. 

Mr. WHITE gave notice of a substitute for the 
bill, which was read for information. 

Some conversation arose between Mr. HOGE 
and Mr. HOUSTON, as to the precise provisions 
of the bill of the last session. 

Mr. RATHBUN so modified his amendment as 
to limit the operation of the minimum which it 
proposes to two years; after that time these lands 
to be sold like others belonging to the Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. JENKINS gave notice of an amendment; 
which was read for information. 

Mr. HOGE was glad that the gentleman from 
New York {Mr. Rarusun] was in favor of selling 
these lands, though he apprehended that the gven- 
tleman’s policy, if carried out, was as effectual a 
method as could be devised of preventing their 
sale. If the gentleman’s amendment making $5 
the minimum was to prevail, it was in effect a legis- 
lative provision that not a man who lives upon the 
section of land should be allowed to retain the 
land upon which he had settled and made im- 
provements, or at least would place him at the 
merey of speculators; for he undertook to say 
there was not a single settler able to pay &5 for 
these lands. Mr. H. resided in the district where 
these mineral lands lay, and spoke from knowledge 
on the subject. He warmly appealed to the House 
against the injustice of such a system. For the 
last forty years we had secured by express law 
that no man should come in and bid against the 
actual settler; we secure to him by right of pre- 
emption one hundred and SIXty acres; It is at the 
very foundation of the land system. But they did 
not ask of the Government even this protection, 
bat that the lands should be thrown into market, 
and after due and full notice, which was provided 
for, suld to the highest bidder. 

These lands, which firured so larcely in the im- 
agination of the gentleman from New York, on 
which he seemed to suppose you had nothing to 
do but to take your shovel and hoe and dig up dol- 
lars by the basket full, were of no more value than 
other agricultural tracts, and were themselves most 
valuable for agricultural purposes. Every man 
who had investigated the subject knew that the 
mimeral lands were less productive than any other, 
and that the farmers would not allow their land to 
be dug up in search of minerals, but preferred to 
continue the old mode of rendering them profitable 
by cultivation and agricultural labor. The gentle- 
man from New York (he contended) had over- 


estimated the amount of lead which was produced | 
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from these lands, and under-estimated the expen- 
ditures connected with them. Four-fifths of the 
lead which went to the northern and eastern 
markets came from private lands, in which it had 
been discovered long after its sale by the Govern- 
ment; and to be deducted from the $75,000 excess 
of receipts from these lands over expenditures for 
the last twenty-four years, as reported from the 
General Land Office, (and which presented the 
case in its most favorable light,) were the losses 
by agents, expenses of lawsuits, &¢., &c. The 
single exploration of these lands alluded to by Mr. 
Rarnecy, cost $100,000, overbalancing this excess 
of $75,000, and leaving a deficit of $25,000; and 
there were others, (to which he alluded.) 

He objected further to the amendment of Mr. 
RATHBUN, that it included all the mineral tracts, 
and said it would have been sustained by some 
more semblance of justice had it confined itself to 
actual mineral discovery. On the contrary, large 
quantities of land—that in which his county was 
located, and on which, by way of improvement 
and cultivation, his people had invested all they 
had in this world—was purely that which was 
adapted to agricultural purposes. He dwelt upon 
the injustice of compelling them to pay $95 per acre 
or lose their lands, when their chief value was the 
result of the improvement which they had made; 
and presented many points into which we cannot 
at present enter. 

[His remarks will appear in a more extended 
form hereafter in the Appendix.) 

Mr. S. ADAMS urged the importance of now 
making some settlement of this matter. Experi- 
ence (he said) had shown the evils of this Govern- 
ment being a landlord, with its citizens tenants-at- 
will. He spoke with contempt of the pitiful sum 
of $3,000 or 46,000, which the Government might 
receive annually from the land which honest settlers 
are occupying, and said it should be remembered 
that this amount was raised by withholding from 
sale some 200,000 acres, which are settled by mer- 
itorious citizens, who lie down at night with the 
reflection that their houses and their property may 
be taken from them ere another day passes, by 
speculators, who may bid one dollar more than 
they do. He drew a vivid picture of the anxiety 
and consternation with which many a poor man, 
whose all consisted in the improvements which 
he had made upon this land—and which gave it 
its chief value—watched the progress of the sale 
vhich rendered him liable, at the pleasure of mer- 
ciless speculators, to be dispossessed of it, and him- 
self and family left without a home; and he urged 
the importance and the justice of relieving this 
anxiety, and settling this matter, by exposing these 
lands to sale at fair competition, and without 
prescribing a minimum price which the settler 
would not be able to pay. 

On motion, the committee rose, and reported its 
action on the above several bills. 

And the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &c. 

The following petitions and memorials were pre- 
sented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees: 

By Mr. SEDDON: The petition of the trustees of the 
Faulkner School in Chesterfield county, Virginia, praying 
allowance of a year’s pay alleged to be due to the represent- 
atives of Ralph Faulkner, an officer in the army of the 
Revolution; referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. Also, the petition of Charles B. Allen, praying for 
the allowance of an account for services of guard while the 
United States commissioner was concluding a treaty with 
the New York Indians; 
Claims. 

By Mr. LA SERE: The petition of Joseph Walker, 
Jacques Dupre, Thomas H. Lewis, N. Prudhomme, and up- 
wards of 200 other citizens of Lonisiana, for the relief of the 
securities of Benoit Laurent; referred to the Comumittee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. HERRICK: The petition of George McAllen and 
113 citizens of South Charleston, Clark county, Ohio, that 
the further sales of the public lands be stopped, and that 
* Allen’s land bill” be passed, distributing the public lands 
to each male and female citizen of legal age, by entitling 
them to a certificate of 160 2cres each, provided they are not 
in the possession of the same, and those owning less, to 
have it made up to 160 acres, and not to be made chargeable 
for debt. 

By Mr. RAMSEY: The memorial of A. W. McDonald, 
Benjamin W. Cumming, and 156 other citizens of Sechuyl- 
kill county, Pennsylvania, engaged in the coal trade, asking 
a continuance of the present tariff laws. Also, William 
Williams, Jenkin Thomas, and 70 other citizens of Schuyl- 
kill county, Pennsylvania, engaged in the coal trade, pray- 


ing that no change may be made in the tariff laws now in | 


force. 


referred to the Committee of 


June 2, 


By Mr. BRINKERHOFF: The memorial from citizens, f 
Ashiand, Richland, and Crawford counties, Ohio, pra — 
the establishment of a mail-route from Ashland, via O1)), 
burg, Rives, Richland, Plymouth, Tyro, and Liberty ¢ ; 
ners, to Bucyrus, in Crawtord county: referred to the Co, 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. . 

By Mr. E. B. HOLMES: The remonstrance of Danie) p 
Harris, P. McCall, and 38 other citizens of Monroe co a % 
New York, against any change in the present tariff. ™s 

By Mr. WICK: The memorial of the trustees Appointed 
by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana, or ‘ : 
education of the blind of that State : referred to the ¢ ‘on re te 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, to whic a 
referred the appropriation on behalf of the blind of e, rt 
other States. a 

By Mr. HARMANSON: The resolution from the State ,, 
Louisiana, requesting Congress to remove obstruct sbi : 
the Saline river: referred to the Committee on Comm r z 
Also, the resolution respecting the settlement of elainys 
the State of Louisiana, fer advances made on the re vuis 
tion for volunteers by General Taylor, and making a jay.) 
station in New Orleans: referred to the Committee of Way, 
and Means. Also, the resolution respecting the priy,), 
land claims of Louisiana: referred to the Committee ,, 
Private Land Claims. Also, the resolution respecting thy 
establishment of light-houses: referred to the Committee, 
Commerce. 

By Mr. M. L. MARTIN: The petition of citizens of Dan, 
and lowa counties, Wisconsin, for a mail-route from Mag) 
son, Via Cross Plains, Gonsiville, Reeveville, and Helena, to 
Dodgeville. Also, the petition of citizens of Rock coun 
for a mail-route from Beloit, via Monroe and Winslow, $e 
Galena, in the State of Illinois. 

sy Mr. HILLIARD: The petition of Mrs. Ann Timpions 
widow of Samuel Timmons. who was a soldier in the jar. 
war with Great Britain, and die 1 in the service of the Unjrea 
States: referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 


le 


i 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, June 2, 1846. 

Mr. JARNAGIN presented the petition of Dr 
C. M. Hitchcock, executor of A. K. S. Hunter, 
praying compensation for corn furnished to 1) 
Cherokee ‘oe ssn which was referred to the Com 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. MILLER presented a memorial of citizey: 
of Newark, New ena remonstrating against thy 
repeal of the pilot laws of 1837; which was laid 
upon the table. 

' Mr. MOREHEAD presented two petitions, one 
of Garret Burns, and the other of Polly Biggs 
each praying a pension; which were referred to th 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. LEWIS, from the Committee on Finance, 
submitted the following resolutions, which were 
acreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be furnished to the Senay 
an estimate of the amount of money required du- 
ring the present and next fiscal year, for such a 
prosecution of the existing war with Mexico as 
will most likely result in its speedy and honorab!: 
termination. 

Resolved, That he also cause to be reported to 
the Senate whether the amount so required is likely 
to be realized in the present condition of our finan 
ces, without a resort to loans, treasury notes, or 
direct taxes; and if not, what modifications of the 
existing tariff are required to furnish ample means 
for the vigorous prosecution of such war. 


The Senate considered the adverse report of the 
Committee on Pensions upon the petition of Philip 
Slaughter; which report was concurred in. 

The Senate also considered the adverse report of 
the Committee on Finance, on the petition of Hen 
ry Simpson; which was concurred in. 

Mr. HOUSTON called up for consideration the 
joint resolution submitted by him a few days 
since, tendering the thanks of Congress to General 
Taylor, and for other purposes. 

The motion to take up being agreed to, 

Mr. HOUSTON proposed to amend the resolu- 
tion by adding the following: 

Resolved, That Congress deeply deplores the 
fate of the gallant dead who fell at the shrine 0! 
their country’s rights and honor in the actions o! 
Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma, on the 8th and 
9th of May last, and that they sincerely condole 
with the friends and relatives of the deceased upon 
their bereavement. 


Mr. SEVIER suggested that it might be better 
to adopt the resolution of the House of Represent: 
atives, with an amendment giving a sword to the 
descendant of Major Brown. 

Mr. ATHERTON said he could not possibly 
have any objection to the general object of the res- 
olution. But nothing was said in it respecting the 
gallant men who defended the fort. He moved to 
refer the resolution to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 























1846. 


Mr. HOUSTON explained, that all the soldiers 
ip the fort—all the army and navy employed in that 
service—were embraced in the command of General 
Taylor. It had been the uniform practice only to 
yotca sword to the commanding officer, not to the 
subordinates. In the war of 1812, the States, of 
which these officers were natives, voted them 
ewords; but there was no Instance where Congress 
had voted a sword, except to the commanding 

heer. 

"hiher a brief additional discussion, in which 
Mr. SEVIER, Mr. HOUSTON, Mr. ATHER- 
TON, Mr. BREESE, and Mr. CASS, partici- 
vated, 

The motion to refer the resolution to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs was agreed to. 

THE WAYS AND MEANS. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN rose, and asked a recon- 
sideration of the resolutions of inquiry, which were 
adopted by the Senate this morning, on motion of 
the honorable Senator from Alabama, chairman of 
the Committee on Finance. He desired the recon- 
sideration of these resolutions, for the purpose of 
sizgesting an amendment to the second resolution, 
by inserting these words, “for what other measures 
he would recommend as most expedient for,” &c. 

The resolution, it would be observed, contined 
the attention of the President exclusively to the 
modification of the tariff; but there were other 
sources of revenue besides the tariff which the 
President might deem it proper to advert to as be- 
ing a proper means of supplying any deficiency. 

Mr. LEWIS said, as the object of the Senator 
from Kentucky appeared to be merely to widen the 
scope of inquiry, he could have no sort of objec- 
ton. / 

The question on reconsideration was then put 
and carried. 

The amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Kentucky was then read. 

Mr. SPEIGHT said it would be perceived by 
the Senate that the resolution proposed an inquiry 
as to whether a reduction of the tariff would be re- 
commended as a suitable means of raising revenue, 
and as to the extent to which it would be necessary 
for the purpose of avoiding direct taxation and the 
issuing of treasury notes. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he, of course, could have 
no objection to the passage of these resolutions, 
though, if an opportunity were afforded, he might 
be disposed to propose certain amendments; but 
they were introduced only this morning, and at 
once adopted. 

lt would answer his purpose, however, to call 
the attention of the members of the Finance Com- 
inittee, and, if it were practicable, he would also 
call the attention of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
to the state of things now existing in this country, 
orat least in some parts of it, which was nota 
ute embarrassing—he meant the state of the 
money market in New Orleans, and the corre- 
sponding condition of it in the Northern States. It 
would soon become evident to Congress and the 
whole country, that if New Orleans should become 
and continue to be a point of large expenditure for 
the purposes of the war, and there should be no 
other means except such as at present exist for the 
ransferring of funds from the North to New Or- 
leans, very great embarrassment would be felt, not 
cnly at New Orleans, but at the North. Indeed, 
this was the state of things now existing. He had 
understood that very large remittances or transfers 
had already been made on Government account in 
specie by internal conveyance. While this state 

of things existed, while the country continued to be 
endangered, and the States of the North were 
called on to furnish supplies, the evils and incon. 
veniences attending it would be severely felt. He 
was desirous, therefore, while the questions em- 
braced in these resolutions were put to the Execu- 
live, that the attention of the Executive and of the 
‘wo Houses of Congress should be especially di- 


rected to the consideration of how these funds || nue. He did not want the opinion of the Execu- 


were to be transferred without great inconvenience 
‘othe community. Whether this could best be 
done by treasury drafts, performing somewhat 
the same operation as treasury notes, or by some 
other mode, he would not undertake to say, but it 
was a matter which, in his opinion, demanded the 
attention of the Secretary of the Treasury, whether 
some prowsion, if there be none existing, might 
not be made by law to meet the case. 

He offered these suggestions that they might at- 


‘| that woul 
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tract the attention of the members of the Commit- 
tee on Finance, and also of the proper department 
of the Executive Government. Perhaps, how- 
ever, the honorable chairman of the Committer on 
Finance might be prepared to say what facilities 
they relied upon, and how they expected the trans- 
fers to be made, 
Mr. LEWIS said he was not informed. 
Mr. CALHOUN said that the evils to which the 
Senator from Massachusetts had alluded were cer- 
tainly very great, but his apprehension was that 
they would prove to be remediless. As long as 
the exchanges were in favor of New York, there 
would be no difficulty; but whenever the expenses 
of the Government were so large at New Orleans 
as to turn the exchanges, nothing but cold or silver 
would pass. It was one of those difficulties inci- 
dent to a country like ours, where the principal 
points were so remote from each other: and he was 
inclined to believe that neither a Bank of the United 
States, nor any other contrivance, would entirely 
| overcome the difficulty. The object of the resolu- 
tion of the chairman of the Committee on Finance, 
/ as he understood it, was to ascertain whether the 
expenses necessary for carrying on the war might 
not be raised out of the modification of the tariff. 
I? the Secretary of the Treasury should be of the 
opinion that they could be thus raised, there would, 
of course, be no other means considered neces- 
sary; but if not, it would then be time enough to 
call upon him to know what other measures it 
would become necessary to resort to. 
Mr. WEBSTER said he was unwilling to think 
that the Government might not by law, or by 
proper administration of the law, make the neces- 
| Sary transfers without the establishment of a bank, 
at least that they might not make such arrange- 
ments as would greatly facilitate their operations. 
He felt quite certain that it would be competent for 
them, if authorized, and if the authority were ex- 
ercised with care, to make treasury drafts, which 
| would very much alleviate the evil, for it was qnite 
| one thing to be drawn upon, and another to remove 
| specie to a distant part of the country. He was 
very much afraid there would be no avoidance of 
the evil, but all the operations of business would 
continue to be greatly checked, unless some pro- 
vision of this sort were adopted. 
Mr. CALHOUN said it was very obvious that 
if the exchanges were favorable to the North, 
treasury drafis would answer the purpose; but if 
, otherwise, nothine would effectually remedy the 
inconvenience. It would depend very much upon 
the amount of expenditures made. He believed 
that even in ordinary times, within the last few 
years at all events, exchanges had been during 
the winter and spring months in favor of New 
York. While this was the case, treasury drafts 
would readily be taken. . 
| Mr. WEBSTER said it was well known that 
exchanges continually fluctuated according to the 
season of the year. For a part of the year they 
were in favor of New York, and for another part 
| they were in favor of NewOrleans. There was some 
| objection to treasury drafts, and, as he had said, it 
was not for him to suggest a remedy, but it was a 
subject well deserving of attention. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said that undoubtedly the 
| suggestions of the Senator from Massachusetts de- 
served the attention of the Government: but it was 
a mistake to suppose that exchanges were gener- 
_ally in favor of New York. According to the 
| newspaper accounts, they were five per cent. in 
favor of New Orleans. It was money that the 
| Government wanted there, and not paper. The 
| amendment which he had offered was intended to 
procure the opinion of the Executive as to the 


mode of raising revenue. Under the resolution 


originally proposed it was implied that revenue was 
to be derived exclusively from the tariff; but it 


| 
‘| might be that the President did not consider that 
| 


the most desirable and expedient mode; he might 
| not consider it an adequate means of raising reve- 


tive on — particular point; he wanted an answer 
subserve all practical purposes which 

| they had in view. First, if there was likely to be 
a deficit of revenue; and, secondly, what measures 
he would recommend to us to supply that deficit. 
If, in his opinion, a modification of the tariff would 

| be the most efficient and the best remedy, he would, 
| of course, recommend such r.odification; but he 
|| might be disposed to recommend other measures, 
He thought, therefore, there was nothing incon- 
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sistent with propriety in adding the inquiry sug- 
gested by the amendment. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he was clearly of opinion, 
with great deference, however, to the opinion of 
other Senators, that the wisest thing Cengress 
could do would be to authorize a certain amount 
of treasury notes for the purpose of facilitating 
transfers. This would have a tendency to quiet 
the existing alarm. He did not intend such an 
issue as would le ad the country to rely on these 
notes as a medium of cireulation, but only so much 
of an issue as would tend to equalize the exchanges. 
That would be his recommendation, tf he were in 
an attitude to recommend measures to the Gov- 
ernment. 


Mr. NILES said he was in favor of a system 
which would entirely separate the finances of the 
Government from the banks and from the commer- 
cial interests of the country. ‘This was the only 
remedy he knew of; and if this were effected, the 
embarrassment would be but trifling. From their 
connexion, nothing could be expect d but anioy 
anee and difficulty. The sub-treasury sull slept; 
he did not know but it was the sleep of death. 
Mr. LEWIS said the Committee on Finance 
would be prepared to report that bill in a few 
day Ss. 
Mr. SIMMONS said he thought the Senator 
from Mississippi misapprehended the language of 
the resolution, or else—— 
Mr. SPEIGHT. Will the Senator allow me ? 
To stop discussion, as far as anything I said 1s 
concerned, | withdraw all objection to the resolu 
tion. 
Mr. SIMMONS proceeded to observe that the 
Senator scemed to suppose that the word modifi- 
cation Was synonymous with reduction, This 
was anerror. The President might suggest any 
modification, either by raising or reducing the tariff. 
W ith regard to the difficulty of making the transfers 
of money, he approved of the suggestion of the 
Senator from Massachusetts, not by treasury 
notes, but by treasury dratts. ‘There would then 
be no need of a transfer of coin. 
The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment, and it was adopted. 
The question recurred upon the resolution, as 
amended. 
Mr. DAVIS said he was gratified that these 
resolutions had been offered, and this discussion 
consequently elicited, by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Finance, not so much on account of any 
difficulty existing in regard to exchanges as in 
reference to the general policy which it beeame 
necessary to pursue, under the changed condition 
of the country, since their scheme of policy was 
marked out by this Administration. ‘They were 
informed by the President, at the opening of Con- 
cress, that it was desirable to enter upon a general 
scheme of policy; that it was desirable to pass what 
was called the sub-treasury bill; that it was desirable 
also to modify, to a certain extent, what was called 
the tariff law; and he believed it was considered a 
part and portion of that system of policy that the 
| warehousing system should be adopted. This 
scheme of policy was devised in a time of peace and 
of ordinary expenditures; yet he supposed those 
measures, in the minds of most gentlemen, were 
viewed as one scheme, one general plan of policy. 
3ut circumstances had effected a material change 
in the affairs of the country; and he would venture 
to say that other gentlemen, as well as himself, 
‘had felt some embarrassment, and would be some- 
what at a loss as to what they were to do, unless 
informed of the mode by which it was proposed 
by the Government to raise revenue. The Sen- 
ator from Connecticut seemed to be surprised that 
the sub-treasury had not been brought forward for 
consideration. Perhaps it would be worthy of the 
consideration of that honorable Senator, if the 
Government should be obliged to resort to other 
' means than the tariff for raising revenue, what 
‘those means should be; and if treasury notes, 
whether the issue of such notes would harmonize 
with the existence of the sub-treasury. They 
ought to know whether it was contemplated to re- 
duce or to increase the tariff; this was a very im- 
portant matter; and he did not feel exactly prepared 
to act upon questions of this description until he 
saw some general system of policy pointed out 
which would be uniform in its character. He did 
not feel exactly prepared to take up one of these 
measures and act upon it, until he saw what was 
‘Sto follow it. It was one of the duties which de- 
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volved upon the Executive to express to Congress 
the views he entertained im regard to the amount 
of money that would be requisite for the purposes 
of Government; and it was also a duty devolving 
upon him to suggest the mode by which that rev- 
eque was to be raised. Until they were enlichten- 
ed as to the course whi h was to ‘be pursued, they 
would be constantly embarrassed, 

Mr. ALLEN said he could perceive no objce- 
tion existing to the passage of the resolutions as 
amended, and he hoped, therefore, the vote would 
be now taken, that the Senate might proceed to 
the consideration of the orders of the day. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said, upon further reflee- 
tion, he thought his purpose would be better ae- 
complished by another amendment which he would 
prepare. And, with this view, he moved that the 
further consideration be postponed until to-morrow 
morning. 

The motion was acreed to, 

"The following 1s the resolution which Mr. Crit- 
TENDEN proposes to offer to-morrow, when the sub- 
jt ct comes up: 
~ Resolved, That he be also re quested to commu- 
nicate to the Senate whether, in the event of the 
deficiencies contemplated by the preceding resolu- 
tion, he would recommend a resort to loans, treas- 
ury notes, direct taxes, or a modification of the 
tariff, to supply that deficiency, or what other 
measures, if any, he would recommend for the 
purpose. 

AMERICAN SETTLERS IN OREGON. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the unfinished business of yesterday, viz: the 
bill to protect the rights of American citizens in 
Oregon, the pending question being upon referring 
instructions to the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom the said bill had been referred. , 

Mr. WEBSTER rose and remarked that he had 
but a word further to say when the Senate adjourn- 
ed yesterday. He did not know that it was at all 
essential or of importance that the reference which 
had already been made should be followed up by 
instructions of any kind. The purport of these 
instructions was, In part, that the committee should 


prepare a bill for the territorial government of 


Oregon. Instructions thus far micht be requisite, 
inasmuch as this was not the committee to whom 
that subject was appropriate. Were it not for the 
unportance of being ready with a measure for the 
establishment of a local government there at the 
expiration of the year of notice, he would be en- 
tirely willing to refer the bill to the committee 
without any instructions. He was certainly one 
of the last persons, however, who would think of 
establishing a government in Oregon until the limits 
to which that government should extend were set- 
tled. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he did not know that 
he should object to the principle contained in these 
instructions; but he would prefer that the bill be 
referred to the committee without any instructions 
whatever. The views of the honorable Senator 
who proposed the instructions were now in the 
vossession of the members of the committee, as 
well as before the Senate. His purpose, therefore, 
would be substantially ace omplished, without send- 
ing the instructions to the committee. If it were 
in order, as he presumed it was, he would move, 
therefore, that be instructions be laid upon the 
table. 

Mr.. BENTON expressed his concurrence in 
the motion. His first object was to refer the sub- 
ject to the Committee on the Judiciary. That ob- 
ject had been accomplished. His second object 
was to lay his own views before the Senate by the 
instructions, and to ascertain the sense of the Sen- 
ate upon them. His purpose had been sufficiently 
accomplished. 

It was thereupon agreed to. 


Mr. HANNEGAN rose to inquire of the Chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance, or of some 
member of that committee, what had become of 
the Independent ‘Treasury bill ? 

Messrs. HAYWOOD and SPEIGHT informed 
the Senator from Indiana that this question had 
been already answered by the chairman of the 
Committee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 


and, after some time thus engaged, the doors were 
opened, and— 


The Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, June 2, 1846. 
The Journal of yest rday was read and ap- 
proved, 

The SPEAKER announced the special order of 
the day to be the consideration of bills relating to 
the ‘Territories, 

Mr. DOUGLASS, on leave, offered a resolution 
providing that all debate on the bill to direct the 
President of the United States to sell the reserved 
mineral lands in the States of Hlinois and Arkansas 
and in the Territories of Wisconsin and lowa, 

should cease in half an hour after it should again 
have been taken up In committee, 

The resolution was adopted. 


Mr. C. B. SMITH asked leave to withdraw cer- 


tain papers from the files of the House. 
() jected to. 


Mr. BURT moved that the House resolve itself | 


into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (with a view to take up the bill supplemen- 
tal to an act entitled “* An act providing for the 
| prosecution of the existing war between the Uni- 
ted States and the Republic of Mexico, and for 
other purposes.’*) 
The SPEAKER said that, before such a motion 
could be entertained, it would be necessary to 


postpone the consideration of the special orders of | 


the day. 


Mr. BURT accordingly submitted that motion, || 


(which, he said, had the approbation of the dele- 
rates of the ‘Territories,) limiting the postpone- 
mentto two o’clock, 


And, the question being taken, the motion was | 


decided in the affirmative. 
So the consideration of Territorial business was 
postponed until two o’clock. 


Mr. J. J. MecDOWELL, on leave given, and 


in pursuance of previous notice, introduced a bill | 


further to extend the time for locating Virginia mil- 
itary land warrants, and returning surveys thereon 
to the General Land Office. 


The bill having been read a first and second time, || 
was referred, on motion of Mr. McDoweEL t, to || 


the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. McHENRY, on leave given, from the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, reported 
a bill for the relief of James Williams; read twice, 
and recommitted. 

THE MEXICAN WAR. 

Mr. BURT offered a resolution providing that 
all debate on this supplemental bill should cease at 
| one o’clock. 
| After a conversation between Mr. G. DAVIS 

and the SPEAK ER— 
| Mr.G. DAVIS moved that the resolution be laid 
| on the table, and asked the yeas and nays; which 


were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as fol- || 


| lows: 


YERAS—Messrs. Abbott, Ashmun, Bell, Blanchard, John 

G. Chapman, Cranston, Crozier, Culver, Garrett Davis, Del- 

| ano, Dockery, John H. Ewing, Foot, Gentry, Graham, Grin- 
nell, Hampton, Harper, Herrick, Elias B. Holmes, Hudson, 

| Washington Hunt, Jeseph R. Ingersoll, Daniel P. King, 
Lewis, Long, MeGaughey, McHenry, Mclivaine, Marsh, 

| Miller, Moseley, Pendieton, Pollock, Rathbun, Julius Rock 
well, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Schenck, Seaman, 
Severance, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, Stew- 


| art, Strohm, Thibodeaux, Thomasson, Trumbo, Vance, || 


| White, Winthrop, Woodworth, and Young—55. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Atkinson, Benton, Bowlin, Boyd, Brink- 
| erhoff, Brodhead, William G. Brown, Burt, Cathcart, Chase, 
| Chipman, Clarke, Collin, Cullom, Cummins, Cunningham, 
| Daniel, Dargan, De Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Douglass, 
Dunlap, Erdman, Faran, Ficklin, Fries, Giles, Grover, Ham. 
| lin, Haralson, Henley, Hoge, Hough, George S. Houston, 
Edmund W. Hubard, James B. Hunt, Hunter, Jenkins, An- 
drew Johnson, G. W. Jones, Kauffman, Kennedy, Preston 
King, Leake, LaSere, Ligon, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClean, 
MeClelland, MeClernand, McCrate, Joseph J. McDowell, 
| McKay, John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, Moulton, 
Niven, Norris, Parrish, Payne, Perrill, Perry, Pettit, Phelps, 
| Price, Reid, Ritter, Roberts, Sawtelle, Sawver, Scammon, 
| Simpson, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, Stark- 
weather, St. John, James Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
| Tibbatts, Tredway, Wentworth, Wick, Williams, and Wood 
|} —88, 


So the resolution was not laid on the table. 


And the question recurring on its adoption, 
_ Mr. HARALSON demanded the previous ques- 
uon. 

Mr. G. DAVIS suggested that one day should 
be given to the consideration of this bill. 

The SPEAKER inquired of Mr. Haratson 


|, whether he withdrew his motion for the previous 


question? 
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Mr. HARALSON said that, so far as he was 
personally concerned, he should be willing that a 
day should be given to the subject; but that the 


| gentlemen interested in the ‘Territorial business 


would not consent to so long a postponement 
that business. He could not, therefore, withdr 
his motion, 
The question being taken on the demand for the 
previous question, there was a second. : 
And the main question (on the adoption of th 
| resolution) was ordered to be now taken. 
| Mr. WINTHROP and Mr. G. DAVIS asked 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered, and, beine 
taken, resulted as follows: . 


YEAS—Messrs. Atkinson, Benton, Biggs, James Bix k 
towlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Wiiliam G. Brown, 
| Burt, Catheart, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Colin, Const.’ 
Cafiom, Cummins, Cunningham, Daniel, Dargan, De Mon’ 
Dobbin, Douglass, Dunlap, Erdman, Faran, Ficklin, Fostey’ 
Fries, Grover, Hanlin, Haralson, Henley, Hopkins, Hoyo)’ 
G. 8. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Hungertord, James p 
Hunt, Hunter, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones 
Kauilman, Kennedy, Preston King, Leake, La Sere, Luinp. 
kin, Maclay, MeClean, MeClelland, McClernand, MeCoy, 
nell, McCrate, Joxeph_ J. McDowell, MeKay, John P. Mar. 
tin, Barkley Martin, Morris, Morse, Moulton, Norris, Owe, 
Parrish, Payne, Perriil, Perry, Phelps, Price, Reid, Reip. 
Ritter, Roberts, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, Simpson, 1" 
Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, St. Joly. 
James Thompzon, Jacob Thompson, Tibbatts, Tredway 
| Wentworth, Wick, Williams, Woodworth, and Yot—gq°’ 
| NAYS—Meesrs. Abbott, Ashmun, Barringer, Bell, Blane). 
ard, Milton Brown, Buthogton, W. W. Campbell, Carrol 
Join G. Chapman, Collamer, Cranston, Crozicr, Cyty; %s 
|| Darragh, Garrett Davis, Delano, Dockery, John H. Ewine 
Foot, Grahain, Grider, Grinnell, Hampton, Harper, Herries. 
| Elias B. Holmes, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Washington 
| Hunt, Joseph R. fngersoll, Daniel P. King, Thomas Butier 
| King, Lewis, Levin, Long, McGaughey, MeHonry, Marsh; 
| Miller, Moseley, Pendleton, Pettit, Pollock, Jutins Ro “Re 
well, Join A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Schenck, Seaman, 
i} Severanee, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stephens. stoy 
| art, Strohm, Thibodeaux, Benjamin Thompson, ‘Tilden, 
Toombs, Trumbo, Vance, Winthrop, Wood, Wright, and 
| Young—66. 


So the resolution was adopted. 


On motion of Mr. HARALSON, the House re- 
| solved itself into Committee of the Whole on th: 
| state of the Union, (Mr. Tisparts, of Kentucky, 

in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
| said bill, which was read as follows: 


A BILL supplemental to an act entitled “ An act providing 

for the prosecution of the existing war between the United 
| States and the Republic of Mexico,” and for other pur 
} poses. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress usseinhled, That 
the President of the United States be, and he hereby is, au 
thorized to appoint, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, two major-generals, and four brigadier-general:, 
| in addition to the present military establishment. 
| See. 2. Andtle it further enacted, That the President of 
| the United States be, and he hereby is, authorized to call into 
| the service, under the act approved May thirteen, eightecn 
|| hundred and forty-six, such of the general officers of the 
|| militia as the service, in his opinien, may require, and to o7 
| ganize into brigades and divisions the forces authorized by 

said act, according to his discretion. 

| Sc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the field and staff 
| of a separate battalion of volunteers, under the said act, 
shall be one lieutenant colonel or major, one adjutant with 
the rank of lieutenant, one sergeant major, one quartermias 
|| ter sergeant, and a chief bugler or principal musician, ac 
i] cording to corps. i 

| Sec. 4. And beit further enacted, That the President of the 
|| United States may limit the privates in any volunteer com 
pany, according to his discretion, at from sixty-four to on 
hundred; and that with every volunteer company an addi 
|| tional sec ond lientenant may be allowed and accepted. 

1] Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That when voluntecrs 
| 


of 


aw 


| or militia are called into the service of the United States in 
|| such numbers that the officers of the quartermaster, com 
|| missary, and medical departments, authorized by law, be 
|| not sufficient to provide for supplying, quartering, trans- 
|| porting, and furnishing them with the requisite medical at- 
| tendance, it shall be lawful for the President to appoint, wih 
|| the advice and consent of the Senate, as many additional 
|| officers of said departments as the service may require, not 
| exceeding one quartermaster and one commissary for each 
| brigade, with the rank of major, and one assistant quarter- 
| master, with the rank of captain, one assistant commissary, 
‘| with the rank of captain, one surgeon, and one assistant 
| surgeon, for each regiment; the said quartermasters and 
| commissaries, assistant quartermasters and assistant com- 
|| missaries to give bonds, with good and sufficient sureties, 
'| for the faithful performance of their duties ; and they and the 
|| said surgeons and assistant surgeons to perform such duties 
| as the President shall direct: Provided, That the said offi- 
|| cers shall be allowed the same pay and emoluments as are 
|| now allowed to officers of the same descriptions and grades 
|| in those departments respectively; that they be subject to 
|| the rules and articles of war, and continue in service only 
|| so long as their services shall be required in connexion with 
| the militia and volunteers. het 
|| Sec. 6. and he it further enacted, That promotion, in the 
|| quartermaster’s de nent, to the rank of major, shall 
'| hereafter be made From the captains in the army, and that 
|| appointments in the line, and in the general staff, which 
confer equal rank in the army, shall not be held by the 
same officer at the same time ; and when any officer of the 
staff, who may have been taken from the line, shall, in vir- 
tue of seniority, have obtained, or be entitled to promotor 
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ya grade in his regiment equal to the commission he may 
‘id in the staff, the said officer shall vacate such staff com- 
. he may, at his option, vacate his commission in 


mission, or 


oe And be it further enacted, That the aids-de-camp 


of the major general commanding the army in time of war 
may be taken from the line, without regard to rank; and 
the aids-de-camp allowed to other major generals and briga- 
der generals may be taken from the grade of captain or sub- 
aitern; and that the commanding or highest general in rank 
may, while in the field, appoint a military secretary from 
the subalterns of the army, who shall have the pay and | 
emoluments of & major of cavalry for the time being. 

Src. &. Jind be it further enacted, That the allowance for 
jothing to each non-commissioned officer, musician, and 
nrivate of volunteers shall be three dollars and fifty cents 
nor mouth during the time he shall be in the service of the 
nit 4] States. 

sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the non-commis 
gioned officers, musicians, and privates, of volunteers and 
militia, when called into the service of the United States, | 
shall be entitled to receive fifty cents in lieu of subsistence, 
and twenty-five cents in lieu of forage, for such as are 
mounted, for every twenty miles, by the most direct route, 
from the period of leaving their homes to the place of gen- | 
eral rendezvous, and from the place of discharge back to 
their homes. 

sec. 10. and he it further enacted, That the colonel, or 
conior officer, of the ordnanee department, is authorized to 


enlist for the service of that department, as many master || 


armorers, Master carriage-makers, master blacksmiths, 
artificers, armorers, carriage-makers, blacksmiths, and la- 
borers. as the publie service, in his judgment, under the 
direetion of the Seeretary for the Department of War, may | 
require. 


The pending question was on the following 
amendment, heretofore reported from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs: 


Sere. 6. And be it further enacted, That, in addition to the 
present establishment, there shall be two adjutants general 
of division, with the brevet rank, pay, and emoluments of 
acolonel of cavalry, and two assistant adjutants general, 
with the brevet rank, pay, and emoluments of a major of 
cavalry, Who shall be taken from the line of the army, and, 
in addition to their own, shall perform the duties of inspect- 
ors general: Provided, That the officers so transferred from 
ihe line shall receive only the pay and emoluments of their 
rank in the staff; but their transfer shall be without prejudice 
to their rank and promotion in the line according to senior- 
ity, which promotion shall take place agreeably to usage, in 
tle same manner as if they had not been thus transferred. 

Change the numbers of sections from six to the end. 


Mr. BURT, under the direction of the Commit- | 
tee on Military Affairs, offered the following sub- | 
stitute for the pending amendment of the commit- | 


tee: 


And he it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby, authorized to appoint as many | 
additional assistant adjutants general, not exceeding four, as 
the service may require, Who shall be appointed in the same 
manner, have the same brevet rank, pay and emoluments, | 
and be charged with the same duties as those now autho- 
nzed by law: Provided, That these additional appointments 
shall continue only so long as the exigencies of the service 
may render necessary. 


He also gave notice of an amendment to the fifth 
section, and comprising also an additional section | 
to the bill. 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS said he was astonish- | 
ed that the House had decided to act so hastily 
upon the measure under consideration. It was one | 
of much importance and not a little difficulty; and 
yet less than two hours were allowed to consider, | 
to amend, and to debate it. Such precipitancy in | 
the interesting legislation of the United States was | 
fast ceasing to be novel in the present House, and 
was altogether unsafe and reprehensible. 

1 am opposed (said Mr. Davis) to this measure, 
and I will state very briefly a few reasons. Con- | 
gress has by law authorized the President to em- | 
ploy in the service of the United States fifty thou- | 
sand of the militia of the States. The Constitution 
declares expressly that the appointment of the of- | 
ficers of such maifitin is reserved to the States re- 
spectively. ‘The law to which this is intended te 
be a supplement provides that this body of militia 
may be mustered into the service of the United 
States by battalions, by regiments, &c. The sec- | 
ond section of this bill provides: ‘ ‘That the Presi- 
‘dent of the United States be and he hereby is au- 
‘ thorized to eall into the service such of the general | 
‘ oflicers of the militia as the service, in his opin- | 
‘lon, may require, and to organize into brigades 
‘and divisions the forces authorized by said act, | 
‘according to his discretion.”” Each regiment au- 
thorizes the State authorities to appoint a colonel 
‘o its command; and where more than two regi- 
ments are mustered into the service together, such | 
authority would be entitled to appoint a brigadier 
general. This and the original bill is artfully de- 
vised to supersede wholly the appointment of bri- 
gadier generals by State authority. Three regi- 


ments of volunteers are required of each one of | 


Several States, an¢ among others of the State of 


| Kentucky. 


| the same war and against a single enemy, all the 


As this force is all designed to act in 


force required from a State ought to be mustered 
into the service at the same time and place, and 
under such an arrangement Kentucky would be 
entitled to select and appoint a brigadier general to 
command her militia. But 1 understand the pur- 
poses of the War Department to be to prevent this, 
by requiring the troops from my State to rendez- 
vous at different points, so that a brigade command 
shall not be-collected at one point. In this sort of 
detail they are to be thrown with the volunteers 


| from other States; and then the President, in the 


exercise of the discretionary powers vested in him 


| by this bill, declines to call into the service any | 


general officer of the State of Kentucky, but throws 
areziment from that State with one or more regi- 
| ments from other States, and organizes them into 
| brigades or divisions according to his discretion, and 
then appoints a major reneral, or a brigadier gen- 
eral, as provided for by the first section, to com- 
mand them. This would be juggling the States 
| out of their richt to officer their own militia, for 
the grades of brigadier and major general. 

Sut the fifth section pushes this infringement 
upon this power and right of the States still fur- 
ther. It provides: 


“That when volunteers or militia are called into the ser 
vice of the United States in such numbers that the otlicers 
of the quartermaster, commissary, and medical departments, 
authorized by law, be not sufficient to provide for supplying, 
quartering, transporting, and furnishing them with the re 
quisite medical attendance, it shall be lawful for the Presi 
dent to appoint, with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
as many additional officers of said departments as the ser- 
vice may require, not exceeding one quartermaster and one 
commissary for each brigade with the rank of maior, and 
one assistant quartermaster with the rauk of captain, one 
assistant commissary with the rank of captain, one surgeon 
and assistant surgeon, for each regiment.” 


Here are six classes of officers, each class neces- 
| sarily to be numerous, some of them of a brivade 


|} and some of a regimental character, not only ap- 


pertaining but indispensably necessary to the or- 
ganization of this militia force which Congress has 


from theseveral States. The Constitution expressly 
provides that the appointment of these officers, of 
all militia officers, is reserved to the States; and 
this bill coolly proposes to take this power from 
the States and vest it in the President and the Sen- 
ate. I know how vain a task it is to appeal to the 
Constitution to stay this Democratic party in any 
of its purposes. When the Constitution favors 
their ends they clamorously invoke it; when it 
stands in their way they contemn and trample it 
under foot. But this power to officer their own 
militia, when a President of the United States calls 
them into service, is one of the rights of the States. 


troops, and protects them against what would be 
the all-conquering military power of the President, 
when large bodies of the militia are called into the 
service of the United States, and all its officers 
holding their commissions and existing but by his 
sufferance. Yet a moiety of this great security, 
Democrats, State-rights men, strict construction- 


overgrown powers of our President king; the other 
half, no doubt, they will be ready to surrender 
when, in the exercise of the recently clutched war- 
making power, he brings on a conflict with Eng- 
land for Oregon. 

Mr. Chairman, I am opposed also to the first 
section of this bill, which authorizes the President 
**to appoint, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, two major generals, and four brigadier 
generals, in addition to the present military estab- 
lishment.” The object of the appointment of four 
brigadier generals by the President is obvious 
enough—it is to increase his patronage, and to 
cheat the State authorities out of their appoint- 
ment. Beyond the ever-present motive of an in- 
crease of patronage and spoils, the party reasons 
for the two major generals are more obscure. I 
do not believe that there is any necessity for such 
an increase of the high officers of the army, and 
particularly of a permanent increase, as this is in 
its terms. We know that a proposition to limit it 
to the continuance of the present war in Mexico 
| failed, and I do not believe it to be necessary even 
during the continuance of this war. We all know 
the condition of Mexico. After the recent signal 
defeats of her army, when the odds were so much 
in its favor, it is almost certain that she will not 
again take the field with a large body of men, and 





authorized, and which the President has required | 


It secures to each State a control over its own | 


ists of the Constitution, go now for adding to the | 
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come to pitched battles. Our army has taken post 
on the western bank of the Rio Grande, and doubt- 
less before this has taken possession of Matamo- 
ras, and driven the Mexicans into the interior. 
They are divided into antagonist factions, headed 
by military leaders, and have no permanency or 
repose. They have no revenue resources; no sys- 
tem of government; no security of person or prop- 
erty; no great industrial interest; and are in a state 
of social disorganization. It would exeite surprise 
in no person to learn to-morrow of the overthrow 
of the government of Paredes; and with that event 
this war would terminate. Before it, there might 
be some skirmishing and partisan operations, but 
even now the war has been substantially brought 
to a close by the victories of General Taylor. The 
idea of constituting two major generals and four 
brigadier generals for this war is ridiculous. This 
is the probability of existing things; if it be ditfer- 
ent, it 1s against reason and events, so far as we are 
informed. ‘There is not the least apparent neces 
sity to us for this measure; and as Congress will 
be in session some six or eight weeks yet, and 
long before its adjournment will know certainly the 
course which the Mexican war will take, why act 
now upon a conjecture of it, when delay can pro- 
duce no possible mischief. We may learn, in the 
meantime, as | do not doubt we will, that there is 
not even a seeming necessity for these six addi 
tional generals, their aids, &c.; certainly, if we 
authorize them, we will soon know that it is easier 
to make than to unmake generals. 

Mr. Chairman, at the close of the Inst war we 
had sixty-five thousand troops and but twenty-five 
generals, and our armies were then employed on 
many and distant frontiers, from Nova Scotia to 
New Orleans. Now, when the present establish- 
ment is filled up, there will be, exclusive of the 
inilitia, which the States have the right te officer, 
but about fifteen thousand men. We have twelve 
generals and a great redundance of officers of a 
lower grade. Our reduced peace establishment 
was founded upon the principle of having it full 
officered, and about a half supply of privates; so 
that when it become necessary to increase the 

: ac 
army, this might be done by filling up the rank 
and file without any addition of officers. The 
principle is wise and right. An enlargement of 
the army has been made upon it, and all that is 
necessary now is, to let it alone, and it will work 
well. 

But, Mr. Chairman, it looks as if this measure 
had two other objects: the one to dispose of our 
present commander-in-chief, by precluding him 
from taking chargeof this war, and arranging him 
out of command and out of office at a future time, 
when the army is reduced; the other to supersede 
General Taylor, and tear from his brow some of 
that rich chaplet of laurels with which he has late- 
ly wreathed it. One additional major-general’s 
office would have sufficed for the first object. But 
then the attack upon General Scott would have been 
too naked and palpable; therefore, two more major- 
venerals must be provided for. None other is ne- 
cessary to give to the command of our armies the 
requisite degree of courage and talent, science and 
experience. But it is said that it is necessary to 
have a major-general of the United States on that 
frontier, to prevent the militia generals of the States 
from assuming the command. If this be the true 
reason, why then not send off General Scott to 
take charge of this war? His rank, his military 
talents and experience, and the high confidence in 
which the country holds him, entitle him to that 
position, and he is understood to have demanded 
it of the Executive. If they want a general un- 
der their control and authority to conduct this war, 
he is both high enough in rank and able enough in 
ability and experience for them. But his fame is 
already too overshadowing, and he is thought to 
cherish an ambition in conflict with Mr. Polk’s, 
and it will not do to afford him opportunities still 
further to increase it. Then why not let Taylor— 
“old Rough and Ready’’—himself manage the 
Mexican war? The general-in-chief has jaurels 
enough for one man. The brave are always just 
and magnanimous; and I doubt not that his lofty 
spirit would feel the pleasure of a soldier, who 
was without fear and without shame, to see this 
war confided to his subordinate, General Taylor. 

But here arises the objection that he, being but 
a colonel, would be superseded by militia generals. 
This is buta pretext. He has been for some years 
a brigadier general by brevet, and has within a 






























































groan 


Sir ya 




















wk 


904 


rank and command. It does the pay, and why 
not the authority of that grade by ordinary com- 
mission? Iam no military man, but I have under- 
stood that this principle has often been recognised 
in the American army, and prevailed throughout 
the Florida war. I have understood that Colonel 
Twiggs was the senior colonel General 
Worth, but the latter, being a brigadier general by 
brevet, commanded the former in the Seminole 
war. “The change of this rule by President Polk 
is understood to have been the reason w hy General 
Worth recently tendered his resignation. Now, 
Mr. Polk has only to re-establish a principle politic 
and just in itself, and which he found in practical 
operauon when he came into office, and it puts an 
end to the notion that ‘Taylor could be supers ded 
in command by any brigadier general of State 
militia, ; : 

It is my wish, Mr. Chairman, that General Tay- 
lor should have the chief command in carrying on 
this war until it is brouehtto aclose. He has thus 
far had the charge of it, and whether he be called 
major general, brigadier general, or simply colonel, 
he has given glorious proof that he is fully compe- 


over 


He has been schooled and 
qualified for this Mexican war by his hardy and 
valiant services in Florida. He has won an im- 
mortal name for himself, and renown for his army 
and country, by two of the most brilliant victories 
ever achieved by our arm All tongues are now 


Polk Administra- 


tent to the business. 


shouting his praises, even this 
tion and its mouth-piece, yeleped “ the organ,’ 
but it has been but a few xhort days since the Vv 
were piping to a different tune. Let us examine 
this point a little. ‘The Mexicans had kept very 
still on the Rio Grande until late in April; and on 
the 24th of that month General Arista assumed the 
elnef command at Matamoras, bringing with him 
a large reinforcement. A few days before, Lieu- 
tenant Porter had been sent upon asi out, and, en- 
gaging a party of Mexicans, he and two of his 
men had fallen. On the 24th, Captain Thornton 
Was despatched Upon a reconnoisance by General 
Taylor, with a command of sixty-three men, 
and they were cneount red by a body of Me XI- 
eans, and were all killed or captured. “This news 
Was brought to this city apout the Rth of May; 
also, that the Mexicans had crossed the river in 
rreat force, and had divided, one division having 
besieged the fortified camp of General ‘Taylor, and 
the other having moved against his depot at Point 
isabel. Great apprehensions were entertained for 
both positions; many here were predicting their 
fall, and Lam informed thata member of the Cabinet 
was despatches which invested 
General Taylor with discretionary powers to cull 
upon the Governors of the ne ighboring States for 


recounting the 


militia reloforcements, and was vociferously con- 
demning and damning him, in anticipation of his 
defeat, for not having thus seeured himself. On 
the 9th of May ** the organ’’ took a position, in 
an article which bore the stamp of being official, as 
it gave the eiTect of the de spatches to him from the 
War Department, to sacrifice him and save the 
Administration, if his army should be captured or 
defeated by the Mexicans. Mr. Polk, thus speak- 
ing through the Union, after setting forth the situa- 
tion of General Taylor and his army, says: 

“It should be understood that General Taylor has been, 
for several months, authorized to call for any auxiliary 
forees from Texas, Louisiana, and some other of the south 
western States—in fact for such reinforcements as he might 
deem it necessary to possess. But, like a gallant officer, 
believing his force adequate to meet any enemy which might 
present itself, and to overcome every danger, he omitted to 
exercise the authority with which le has been entrusted. 
His sense of security has overcome every other considera 
tion. and he Aus nol made his cal! to secure himself against all 
contingencies,”’ 

Here is an official charge, made on the 9th of 
May, against General Taylor, that he had not ap- 
prehended his true position, but had made a mis- 
take, for the want of a clear military judgment, in 
not calling on the Governors of the neighboring 
States, and, by reason of his own blunder, his position 
had become insecure. A grave charge, truly, against 
a military commander, in such a position, to be 
thus made by the President of the United States, 
through the medium of his organ; and, if true, it 
demonstrated the General to be unfit for the trust. 

‘ In a few days afterwards, viz: the 12th May, the 
Pre sident sent his message touching this subject to 
Congress, and in it follows up the same idea, 
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few daya been breveted a major general. Many 
of the highest officers of the army maintain that 
the brevet rank gives an officer a corresponding 


though covered up by the artifice of a cold and 


selfish politician. After presenting the condition 
of things upon the Rio Grande, he proceeds: 

* Anticipating the possibility of a crisis lke that which 
arrived, instructions were given in August last, as a precau- 
uonary measure against invasion or threatened invasion, 
authorizing General Taylor, if the emergency required, to 
accept volunteers, not from Texas only, but from the States 
of Louisiana, Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee, and Ken- 
tucky; and corresponding letters were addressed to the re- 
spective Governors of those States. These instructions were 


repeated; and in January last, soon alter the incorporation | 
of Texas into our union of States, General Taylor was further || 


authorized by the President to make a requisition upon the 
Executive of that State for such of its militia foree as may 
be needed to repel invasion, or fo secure the country against 
apprehended invasion. On the 2d day of March, he was 
ayain reminded, in the event of the approach of any consid- 
erable Mexican force, promptly and efficiently to use the 
authority with which he was clothed to call to him such 
auxiliary force as he might need.”’ 

The President commumeates distinctly to Con- 
cress the peril in which, by the last new s, General 
Taylor and his army were placed, and also in de- 
tail the portions of four several despatches which 
he had caused to be sent to him, in which he was 
empowered to call for such reinforcements as any 
dangers environing him might require. The Pres- 
ident’s purpose is transparent: he was saying to 
Coneress and the country, in the event of Tavlor 
and his army falling, * Tam not responsible. The 
General was four times, at considerable intervals, 
empowered to summon to his aid reinforcements: 
he neglected to do so: defeat and disgrace to the 


American arms are the consequences, and on his | 


head, not mine, rests the accountability, and there 
be the punishment.’’ The fate of the gallant 
General was then all doubtful and perilous. An 
upright, brave, and magnanimous President, rising 
to the loftiness of his position, would have done 
the General full justice; and, after giving the 
details before recounted, would have fairly stated 
foree that had been placed under his com- 
mand, what had been promised him and been 
neglected to be furnished, and what he had re- 
quired in addition to the numbers actually in his 
camp. All this was necessary to a fair judgment 
upon the conduct of the General; and let us see 
whether the President was preparing to mislead 
the public mind by withholding it, and thus to 
make a victiin of Tavlor and screen himself, if it 
became necessary. From the best information I 
ean obtain, when the General left his camp to open 


the 


five hundred men in his fortified camp opposite 
Matamoras. One account says he took with him 


fifteen hundred men, another seventeen hundred, | 


and there were eighty soldiers, besides teamsters, 


who do not belong to the army, at Point Isabel. || 
According to this computation, Taylor’s whole | 


effective force was twenty-two hundred and eighty. 
Now let us see how many had been promised him. 
In the despatch to General Taylor from the War 


Department, dated 23d August, 1845, more than || the nature of the force that was necessary: it was 


| regular recruits; and these he was in vain demand- 


nine months since, he is informed : ** An order has 
‘been this day issued for sending one thousand 


‘more men into Texas to join those under your | 
When the existing orders are carried | 
‘into effect, you will have with you a force of four || 


‘command, 


‘thousand men of the rerular army.”’ 


In the despatch from the Adjutant General to || 


him of 13th September, 1845, is this passage: ‘1 
* send herewith a copy of the estimated strength of 
‘the regular force ordered to Texas, prepared early 
‘in the month for the Secretary of War and the 
‘Commanding General. The aggregate is 4,336, 
‘from which, as you will see, some three hun- 
‘dred are deducted on account of the various casu- 
‘alties incident to the service. This reduction 
‘would make the army of occupation, when all 
‘the troops en route shall have arrived, about 
*4,.000."’ Four thousand effective men 
regular force was what was promised to General 
‘Taylor to enable him to occupy and ward off dan- 
ver from Texas: we have seen he had less than 
twenty-three hundred when hostilities began. Let 
us see what he said about reinforcements. 


In his despatch to the Department, dated 20th 


August, 1845, he says: 


“ [ beg to call your attention to the condition of the artil- | 


lery company serving in this army, in regard to the number 


of men soon to be discharged, and the necessity of supplying | 


their places as early inthe autumn as practicable. From an 
official report of Lieutenant Bragg, it appears that twelve 
men will be discharged by the end of November—there be- 
ing now fifty enlisted men in the company. There will 


thus, at the end of November, be fourteen vacancies in the 
company, unless some reinlistments should reduce the num- 
ber, upon which we cannot reckon with any degree of cer- 


fe are ; , 
| tainty. To render a company eflicient, with for 


| tia of Texas, from their remoteness, &c. 
| opinion was well-founded; for when the storm 


| ship in a few days. 


| responsible ? 


of the || 





June 2, 


- : If Meces 
sixty men are required; to complete which number, — id 


the General-in-Chief see fit to add a detachment to the «& 
pany for this service, twenty-two recrnits will be re quire 2 

* The great importance of keeping this small fore: na pa 
efficient condition, will excase me tor urging the Atak ; 
of sending out good recruits to the company AS SOON as 1! y 
advanced season will render it safe to pass through Ney 
Orleans.”’ 

** The field battery, much to my regret, has not yet ar ived 
I could get no guns of suitable calibre from the St. Mary? 
sloop of war; but have procured three picees, indifforenn. 
equipped, and a small supply of ainmanuition, trom the ; , 
zens of the place.” 


¥ 
\ 


“it 
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On the 15th October last, in his despatch to the 
Department, he says: 

“Three hundred recruits are now wanted in the reginy nis 
and detachments here; which number, I can hardly doubt 
will be increased to nearly five hundred by the close of 1), 


| year. T hope measures may be taken to supply the requisite 


number of recruits, or as many as ean be spared from th: 
depot.” 

In his despatch of November 19, he informs the 
Department that he will discharge a few companies 
of Texan rangers which he lad taken into se; 
vice, except one to be retained for guides, at the 
end of the year, when their time would expire 


| And then he adds: ** It will then become necessary 


to strengthen the regular force on the frontier,” &e. 
In his letter of the 29th March, 1846, from his 
camp opposite Matamoras, he says: 

“The attitude of the Mexicans is so fur decidedly hostile. 
An interview has been hehi, by my direction, with the mi}; 
tary authorities in Matamoras, but with no satisfactory re 
sult.”’ 

Under this state of things, I must «gain and urgently 
call your attention to the necessity of speedily sending recruils 
to this army.”’ 

“The militia of Texas are so remote from the border * « 
that we cannot depend upon their aid.” 


On the 8th April last, the Adjutant General 
wrote from this city to General Taylor, at his post 
two thousand miles distant: 


‘¢ All the disposable recruits for the general service, from 
New York, and Newport, Kentucky, are en route for your 


| army, which you will please to assign on their arrival to such 
| regiments and companies as you may judge best. 


I regret 
to say that the number wilt but little exceed two hundred 
to which one hundred may be added at New Orleans, from 
the regimental depéts—in all over three hundred men.” 
On the 23d April last, General Taylor acknow:- 
edges the arrival of fifty-six recruits, and these 
were all that he had received previous to his two 
severe and memorable battles, and are included in 
the estimate of his strength. He had been pro- 


wine t . | mised by the Executive four thousand regulars— 
his communication with Poit Isabel, he left about || ’ 


effective troops. From the 20th of August, 1845, 
up to the 29th of March last, in many despatches 
besides those from which I have quoted, he was urz- 
ing from time to time upon the Department to send 
him recruits; that he could not rely upon the mili- 
This 


burst upon him, he made immediate requisition 
upon Texas, but received no succors until the dan- 
ger had passed. He understood his position, and 


ing through seven mouths. 

The President well understood that four thou- 
sand effective regular troops were necessary to ena- 
ble him to execute the service upon which he was 
sent; yet he is furnished with but little more than 
half that number. I have seen from the papers 
that the besieged army in the fort was without a 
supply of shells to return the fire of the Mexicans 
from Matamoras, but that they were expected by 
With the great odds against 
General Taylor, he might have lost the day with- 


out any want of courage or skill on the part of 
himself or his little army. 


y. If this lamentable ca- 
tastrophe had befallen, who would have been justly 
The Administration, which had 
again and again promised him four thousand effect- 
ive men, and left him with twenty-three hundred, 
or he? The difference would have secured him 
against every peril, and freed the country of all 


apprehensions for him. No, sir, the glory won by 


himself and his heroic army is not due to the vigi- 
lance and attention of this Administration, to the 
ample supplies of men and munitions which it 
promised, but did not furnish; but to. his exper!- 
ence and ability as acommander; to his cool head 
and stout heart; to the effective discipline and 
science upon which he had formed his army; to 
the enthusiasm and confidence with which he in- 
spired it; to the unconquered and unconquerable 
souls of him and his soldiery. rT 
The Administration now loads him with its 
praises and honors, but he owes neither his safety 





. 

1846. 
fame to it, but to his own good and trusty 
nos d The friends of the President say that this 
oe intended to secure him in the chief command 
rage future prosecution of this war. | for one am 
Ke willing to entrust this rough, but heroic soldier 
to the discretion of a President who so deliberately 

, ly prepared to sacrifice him upon a conun- 
oney. General Taylor has won for himself a 
Hiace equally above the ambitious schemes or the | 
 lfsh show of magnanimity of Mr. Polk; and 
ot0 let him repose on his own fresh laurels. He 
ants no commission of a major general from Mr. 
Polk to add to their greenness or endurance. He 
entitled to command in this war, and this right 
.. vindicated by his two signal victories, and the 
deathless fame which they have given him. If the 
cngle object of Mr. Polk is to do him justice, let 
nun recognise the authority which his brevet com- 
ission of major general of right gives him. If he 
desires & major general with a regular commission 
+» bear the standard of our country in this Mexican 
war, tet him look to the hero of Lundy’s Lane. 

Mr. HENLEY obtained the floor, and yielded, 
at request, to 

Mr. BOYD, who proposed an amendment to the 
gyst section, to add after the words ‘ brigadier gen- | 
val.’ the words ** to continue in service so long 
‘only as their services shall be required in connex- 
‘jon with the militia and volunteers.”’ 

Mr. HENLEY had not risen to make a speech. 
He was so utterly and entirely disgusted with the | 
whole system of speech-making, as it prevailed in 
ihe House of Representatives, that he thought he 
pever should make another speech here. But he |) 
intended to make a few remarks—they might be 
called by whatever name gentlemen chose. 

He was in favor of striking out, and he intended 
to move, if no one else did, to strike out all after | 
ihe first section. While he agreed with the gentle- 
man from Kentucky as to some of his views as to 
the propriety of enacting this clause of the bill, he | 
must be permitted to explain his position, that, | 
while he voted with the gentleman, he could not 
avree with him in one of the reasons which he had | 
nesented to the committee. He could see no ne- | 
cessity for appointing any more major generals, or 
prigadier generals, in addition to those we now 
ve. Ithad already been seen and proven that we 
ve enough officers to command our troops; and | 
f we have not enough, these volunteers who had 
wen called into service will furnish the remaining | 
mber necessary. If you appoint these officers 
and place them in the regular army, you never will 

avle to get rid of them. He wanted to know 
of the chairman of the Committee on Military Af- 
furs, or of any other gentleman, if he believed it 
icessary or desirable to make the proposed addi- || 
ion a permanent establishment?—if, in time of 
peace, two major generals were necessary in addi- 
tion to the one we already have? In time of peace 
we have one major general, and that is one more 
than we need. It is now proposed to give him 
two assistants. For what? ‘To enable him to do 
nothing ! 

But he would not dwell upon this. His only 
object was to say he was opposed to increasing the 
oficers of our army. He saw no necessity for it, || 
except for the time of the war. ‘There was no 
necessity for it, because we have already officers 

ithe army, if not of so high a grade, at least of 
as much gallantry and as much skill, and who 
were abundantly competent to perform the duties 
which would be performed by the officers sought 
‘o be appointed. Therefore, in this little war— 
which he agreed with the gentleman from Ken- 
lucky [Mr. Davis] in saying he believed almost | 
stan end now; but if it was not, he could see no 
vecessity for this increase of officers—in this little 
war, he was utterly opposed to this creation of 
lew offices which were entirely unnecessary. 

He was utterly ata loss for the motive which 
the gentleman from Kentucky had in attacking the 
President of the United States now. He seemed 
Cissatisfied with the President; and for what? 
Why because the President had done no wrong. | 
le complains because the President has taken a 
position In which neither the gentleman from Ken- | 
lucky nor anybody else can successfully assail 
tim; that he has said he has vested General Tay- 
or with ample power of calling for such officers as 
‘¢ may need—for calling upon the eae 
“tates for troops. ‘This was the only charge which | 
the gentleman made against him. 

Mr. DAVIS was understood to explain that it | 


aud cold 


THE 


' case does the gentleman make of it, then? 


was because the President had not sent on the 
troops to General Taylor, as he agreed to, that he 
found fault. 

Mr. HENLEY, (resuming.) What kind of a 
Why, 
that the President informed General Taylor that 
he would send certain troops, and that the battle 
came on near the Rio Grande, between Matamoras 
and Point Isabel, before those troops arrived; and 
therefore the President is to blame! Because the 
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battle came on sooner than General Taylor or the | 


President anticipated, or because there was some 
delay in our troops getting there, or because the 
Mexicans attacked our troops sooner than was 
orovided for, therefore the President was to blame! 
Fe should not have expected even the gentleman 


from Kentucky to have placed his opposition to 
the President on such a flimsy pretext. 


A man 
who was exceedingly jealous against his wife 


/ could not find so ridiculous a pretext for accusa- 


tion—all the ingenuity which jealousy could devise 
could not get up a more flimsy one. He was a 
party man; and when he assailed his opponents, 


it was with all the force he could make use of, but | 


he hoped he should never attempt to assail a polit- 
ical adversary without some plausible pretext. 
Did not the gentleman know that news came here 
up to the time of the fight, that there was no ex- 
pectation of a fight, and that Colonel Worth 
returned from the army the day before? Who 


| Colonel Worth was he knew not; perhaps he was 


as brave a man as General Taylor. But he re- 


turned immediately from the seat of war, and | 


reported there was no danger. In the face of all 
this, however, the President was sending on his 
troops. Imagine, then, that Colonel Worth had 


| been right, and that there had been no danger: | 


what would the gentleman from Kentucky have | 


said? Would he not have got up and told them 
hew recklessly the President had expended the 
money of the people, in sending troops when no 
troops were needed, when there was no battle, no 
danger, and when Colonel Worth had told us so? 


But still he sent his troops into a foreign territory, | 


at a vast experse, and involved us in war witha 
foreign Government! Such language would have 


been more reasonable, it would have more propri- | 


which the gentleman from Kentucky has made use 
of to-day. 


ety and a great deal more decency in it, than that 


Mr. BRINKERHOFF requested the floor, but 


| Mr. H. declined to yield. 


In relation to the speech of his friend from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. H. continued,) he did not wish to make 
any remarks which could be considered inany way 


| personally offensive—he meant no such thing. He 
| knew there were many gentlemen in the habit of 


rapping very hard over the knuckles—of assailing 
the President and his adherents on every occasion 


that he was not able to see a point in the gentle- 


| man’s speech—a single possibility of motive. The 
| Speech was entirely above or entirely below his 
‘ 


comprehension; he could not unravel it. 

The gentleman seemed jealous that some of the 
honors of General Taylor would be taken from him 
and used to encircle the brow of the President. 


| they could find; but he must be permitted to say | 


Had anybody attempted to snatch from him any | 


of the honors he had so nobly won? or to give to 


the President the credit of that gallant General’s | 
victory? No man had chosen to do so. Had General | 


| Taylor chosen the gentleman from Kentucky to | 


vindicate him before the country, and to protect | 


his honor? It was no such thing. General Tay- 


his patriotism—all had nobly vindicated them- 
selves. Until such attempt had been made, where 


| then, he asked again, was the motive of the gen- 
Ueman from Kentucky in thus coming forward 


| lor needed no such thing; his integrity, his courage, | 


gratuitously to attack the President? The Pres- | 


| ident, he said, had stepped forward and given Gen- 
| eral bas the appointment of Brevet Major Gen- 


eral. hat more could he have done? Congress 
also had passed a vote of thanks to him and his 
gallant army. 

He thought there was no need of attempting to 
get up a jealousy between these two great men. 


| General ‘Taylor had done something which, ready 


as the gentleman was to defend him, he thought 


_ would not be ag agreeable to the spleen of the 


gentleman from ee He had named the fort 
at Point Isabel, Fort Polk 


, in honor of the Chief | 


Magistrate of the nation. This wasa mutual com- | 


pliment between the President of the United States 


‘i 
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and General Taylor. Why should the gentleman 
attempt to interrupt these relations between these 
two gentlemen ? 

He would only add, in conclusion, that the gen- 
tleman’s speech would have been enurely complete 
for a speech of such character, if he had closed it 
with one of Horace Greeley’s commentaries on 
the horrors of war. : 

Mr. BURT moved that the committee rise, with 
a view (he said) of moving a reconsideration of the 
resolution adopted this morning, so as to lengthen 
the time for debate. 

The question being taken and decided in the af- 
firmative, 

The committee rose and reported, 

Mr. BURT moved a reconsideration of the vote 
by which the special order had been postponed 
until two o’clock this day. 

The vote was reconsidered. 

And, on motion of Mr. BURT, the further con 
sideration of the said special order was postponed 
to Thursday next. 

On motion of Mr. BURT, the vote by which the 
resolution closing debate on the bill had been adops 
ed, was reconsidered. 

And the question again recurring on the adop- 
tion of the resolution— 

Mr. BURT moved so to amend it as that all de- 
bate should cease on Wednesday at three o'clock. 

Mr. COBB moved to amend the amendment by 
striking out ‘*Wednesday at three o’clock,’’ and 
inserting “five o’clock this evening.”’ 

Mr. RATHBUN moved that the resolution and 
amendment be laid on the table. 

Which motion—by ayes 69, noes 75—was re- 
jected. 

The question recurring, and being taken on the 
amendment of Mr. Cons, it was rejected. 

Mr. BURT now modified his amendment so as 
to close the debate at two (instead of three) o’clock 
to-morrow. 

The amendment was agreed to. And, as thus 
amended, the resolution was adopted, 

On motion of Mr. HARALSON, the House 
again resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Tissarrts, of Ken- 
tucky, in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of the said bill. 

Mr. HARALSON said it was not his object to 
follow the example of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Ganretr Davis,] and go into a party 
speech; but to explain the provisions of the bill, 
and some of the considerations which have influ- 
enced the Committee on Military Affairs in report- 
ing it. It was, however, worthy of remark, that 
it was a little strange that the prolongation of the 
debate on this question should have been advocated 
by the gentleman from Kentucky, who had taken 
upon himself to consume a large portion of the 
time allotted to the discussion, in making what 
might be emphatically termed a party speech for 
Buncombe, and in arraigning the Administration, 
which Mr. H. believed, in this instance, had dis- 
charged its duty, as had also the gentleman com- 
manding on the Rio Grande. It was a little strange 
that those gentlemen, who, when the bill recog- 
nising the existence of the war with Mexico, and 
providing the means for its prosecution, was before 
this House, declared that there was no war, should 
be complaining before the country that sufficient 
forces were not sent to the aid of General Taylor 
while in Texas; when, according to their own ac- 
count, there was no necessity for them. Who 
could best know the wants of the service—the 
President of the United States, the Secretary of 
War, or the general in command, who could look 


over the whole field of operations, who was, per- 


haps, informed of the movements of the enemy, 
who knew his own strength, and felt sufficiently 


_ strong to stand up against any forces opposed to 


him? It was a matter of no just complaint either 
against the President of the United States or the 
general in command. Instead of this, the sequel 
of the whole affair had resulted in the highest com- 
pliment to both. Authority was given, (and it 
seemed to be made a cause of complaint not only 


| that authority was given, but that the troops were 
' not sent before he made the call for them.) About 


four thousand regular troops had been placed un- 
der his command, and wothoity given him to in- 
crease them still further, by requisitions from the 
southwestern States, if deemed necessary by him. 
What ground, then, of blame was there against 
the Administration ? 
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General Taylor—to his credit be it said—knew 
his business; knew the strength of his own army 
and of his adversary ; and it was the highest com- 
piiment which could be paid to him, that he was 
not thrown from his equanimity by the reports 
which were brought to him of the increase of the 
enemy, and that he did not put the Government to 
the expense of raising more forces, but felt himself, 
as the result has proved, adequate to meet any 
foree which was likely to be brought against him. 
Had these forces been sent, as the centleman from 
Kentucky argued they should have been, would 
not the gentleman, and those who act with him, 
have been equally ready to make ita matter of com- 
plait, and would the y hot have said that the Pres- 
ident was sending a large army, ata great expense, 
beyond the Nueces, and invading the territory of 
Mexico, when General Taylor had asked no aid? 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF (Mr. H. yielding the 
floor) wished to set the Hlouse and the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. Davis] right as to the mat- 
ter of fact. ‘The gentleman from Kentucky com- 
plained that the President of the United States had 
promised General ‘Taylor to place under his com- 
mand four thousand men, and that that number 

is not furnished him. Now Mr. B. had in his 
hand the returns of Major General Winfield Scott, 
made to the President, and through the President 
to Congress, at the commencement of the present 

son, of thre numbe r of men in the army of oc- 
cupation. Myr. B. read from this the statement of 
the averegate foree under the command of General 
‘Taylor at four thousand and seve nty-nine men. 

Further, while it was true that at the time of the 
two battles of the 8th and 9th General Taylor had 
under his command but about two thousand three 
hundred men in the field, it would also be recol- 
lected that five or six hundred men were in garri- 

mn opposite Matamoras, four or five hundred mea 
at Point Isabel, another detachment at San Anto- 


nio, and probably others at other poimts, but all 
under the actual command of General Taylor, and 
constituting the army of oceupation. So that the 
fall to the ground. 

Mr. DAVIS was understood to say that report 
was based on the hypothesis that the army was 
full. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF. It was stated by Gen- 


ate number is four thou- 


: Tt 
rentieman 8 facts 


eral Seott that the { rm 


sand and venty-nine, ‘There was, however, in 
another column, to be deducted absent one hun- 
dreaan 1 yeinne ty-eignt only. The number of troops 


} 


required to fill up the companies was given at 
three hundred and sixty-six, but that was not to 
be deducted from the aggregate number of four 
thowusn id and 

\fier some further conversation— 

vir. HLARALSON resumed, ‘The only reliable in- 
formation on the subject is contained m the regular 
reports from the commander-in-chief ; but it was a 
h must be known to every military man, 
that if an army of (say) four thousand men, ten or 
twelve per ec nt.—he thought in the army in'l’exas, 
some twelve or fourteen per cent.—were not pre- 
pared to do duty: so that he might have had 
four thousand men under his command, and yet, 
with the numbers at the camp oppesite Matamo- 


eventy-nine. 


fact whi 


ras, at Point Isabel, and unfit for duty, he miecht 
have had no more under his charge at the battle 
than the number reported. 

Mr. DAVIS made a further inquiry as to the 
number under command of General Taylor. 

Mr. | I ARALS«t IN repli d, the re was. no official 
report which had been communicated either to the 
Committee on Military Affairs or to this House, 
so far as he knew, since the army had moved to 
Matamoras. It was impossible, therefore, to state 
precisely; but taking the reports sent up by the 
commainder-in-chief, it was sufficient to say that 
we had the number specified by the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Baiwkernorr,] not in the battles of 
the Sth and 9th, because it was necessary that num- 
bers of them should be stationed opposite Matamo- 
ras, at Point [sabel, upon other duty, and to guard 
and protect the supples of the army. 

But it would be perceived by the document re- 
cently communicated to this House, that on the 
6th August, in a letter from the Adjutant-General, 
that officer says to General Taylor: 


* Such auailiary or volunteer foree for Texas, when events, 
hot now revealed, may justify their employment, will be or- 
ganized and mustered under your orders, and be received 
mito the service of the United States when actually required 
in the etd to repel invasion, actual or menaced, and not 
before. Lia organizing these forces, you will of course follow 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


; 1} 
the regulations prescribed in cases when detachments of mi- | 


litia from the States and ‘Territories are called into the ser- 


vice of the United States. It should be understood that, as || 


yet, HO provision exists by law for the payment of such forces, 
but appropriations for that purpose will doubtless be made 
by Congress. They will be furnished with rations while in 
actual service, as the other troops under your command. Tue 
amount and description of the force to be mustered into the 
service of the United States is left to your determination, 
and, of course, to be regulated by circumstances.”’ 

It was a compliment, he repeated, to General 
ry’ . . 
Taylor, that he did not feel it to be necessary to | 
involve the country in the expense of calling upon 
Pexas for additional aid, ample authority for which 
was given him. 

But, from the letter from the War Department 


_ of August 23, 1845, it seemed that this power was 


extended, and he had authority not only to call 
upon ‘Texas, but upon other adjoining States, for 


such forces as were deemed necessary by him. In || 


that letter, the Secretary of War says: 

“ An order has been tis day issued for sending one thou- 
sand more men into Texas to join those under your com- 
mand. When the existing orders are carried into effect, 
you will have with you a force of four thousand men of the 
regular army. We are not enabled to judge what auxiliary 
force can, upon an emergency, be brought together from 
Texas, and as a precautionary measure, you are authorized 
to accept volunteers from the States of Louisiana and Alta- 
bama, and even from Mississippi, Tennessee, and Kentucky. 
Should Mexico declare war, or commence hostilities by 
crossing the Rio Grande with a considerable foree, you are 
instructed to lose no time in giving information to the au- 
thorities of each or any of the abovementioned States as to | 
the number of volunteers you may want from them respect- 
ively. Should you require troops trom any of these States, 
it would be important to have them with the least possible 
delay. Itis not doubted that at least two regiments from 
New Oricanus and one trom Mobile could be obtained and 
expeditiously brought into the field. You will cause it to 
bs known at these places what nuuber and description of 
troops you desire to receive from them in the contemplated 
emergency. ‘The authorities of these States will be ap- 
prized that you are authorized to receive volunteers from 
tuem, and yeu may calculate that they will promptly join 
you when it is made known that their services are required, 
Arins, ammunition, and camp equipage, for the auxiliary 
troops that you may require, will be sent forward, subject 
to your orders. You will so dispose of them as to be most 
available, in case they should be needed, at the same time | 
with a due regard to their safety and preservation. Orders 
have been issued to the naval force on the Gulf of Mexico 
to co-operate with you. You will, as far as practicable, 
hold communication with the commanders of our national 
vessels in your vicinity, and avail yourself of any assistance 
that can be derived from their co-operation.” 

But it was not Mr. H.’s object to make a party | 
speech. He vindicated the Administration; he vin- 
dicated General ‘Taylor; and he trusted there was 
no disposition anywhere to detract from his true 
merits, but rather to honor him for the gallant 
achievements of the 8th and 9th. His object was 
more particularly to discuss the bill under consid- 
eration, and fairly and candidly to present to the 
House such reasons as had influenced the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs in reporting it to the 
House. He did so with great deference to the 
views of gentlemen, especially after the action of 
the Hlouse upon some of the measures recommend- 
ed by that committee. Now, we did not know 
what plan might be adopted by the Administra- 
tion, for it was theirs to execute, while it is ours 
to vive them the power and the means—we cannot 
tell whether it is intended on their part to make a 
war of invasion or not, for they have not informed 
us; but if we intended to secure an effectual war- 
fare, such as should sustain the honor of our army 
and bring it to a speedy termination, he trusted 
such arrangements would be made as were neces- 
sary to secure these great objects. Do you wish 
the war to be conducted on the borders of the ene- 
my’s nation? Do you wish to take some ten, fif- 
teen, twenty, thirty, or even sixty-five thousand 
men to the verge of the Mexican country, and leave 
them there waiting for the Mexicans to march for- 
ward so as to give them opportunity for a conflict? 
If this be your plan, you have no use for major 
venerals, for brigadier generals, or for the forces 
you have authorized; but if it be your object to 
carry on this war ina manner to redound to the 
credit and honor of our arms, and hasten it toa 
speedy and successful termination, and secure a 
lasting peace, it becomes necessary that we have 


a force sufficient to bring them to terms even | 


through an invasion of Mexico itself. If General 


Paredes keeps himself within the walls of Mexi- | 
co, who can tell but it might be necessary—indeed, | 
is it not probable, that it will become necessary to | 


eo into the interior of Mexico from Matamoras, at 
some point on the coast further south, even at Vera 
Cruz, perhaps at Santa Fé, and other points? In 
that event it would be yee to have men of 
military skill to conduct the di 





| rals in all by right, though it was true we | 
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of your army, and prepared to discharge 


: i all the 
duties, and meet all the contingencies that mic, 


befall them. Much, therefore, would de pend u; ia 
the character of the warfare which the Governy,,.. 
should determine to carry on. Let us give the, 
the proper means, and hold them responsible ¢ 2 
the manner in which it is conducted. He trygi,4 
that it might be brought to a speedy termination — 

In the war of 1813 and 1814, (Mr. H, proceed 
ed to say,) 65,000 troops were at the disposa| .¢ 
the Government; and with this force we had. 9. 
cording to the Army Register of 1813, (which j,. 
had before him,) six major generals and sixte. 
brigadier generals, haste two brevet bricadic. 
generals. And now it was complained that y, 
| were increasing our Officers too largely, when ty, 
| additional major generals only were asked 


. . : » Maki , 
three in all; and four brigadier generals, maki). 


with the present establishment, six brigadier oy, 
lad 4 
few others by brevet. 

Again, it was said by the gentleman from K;, 
tucky that the object was to supersede the vallay, 
Taylor. Mr. H. should feel himself wiworthy , 
the station which he occupied could he conseyt s, 
be the instrument of such a design. So far fyoy 
it, the fact was that not even the gentleman hin). 
self felt any greater disposition than he (Mr. [1.) 
did to honor him for what he had done for }js 
country. The President had given every intima. 
tion of his pleasure and of his readiness not only 
to honor him, but to give the complete and enti; 

command of that army, let it be increased ever g» 
much, to General Taylor; but how can he do jt 
now? Mr. H. wished the gentleman and the 

| House to understand that he [Mr. Davis] was 
| warring against the object which he wished to 
attain. General Scott was the only major general 
of the army—the only one we could have under 
| the law as it now exists. The number of troops 
now ordered to the field will require the aid of 
other major generals; and if the whole force ay- 
thorized should be raised, and Mexico were to | 
invaded by different divisions of the army from 
different points, as might be necessary, for the 
purpose of procuring supplies, if for nothing els 
still more would be required. 

General Taylor was now only a brevet major 
ceneral; but if it was intended that he should con- 
duct the campaign, every question about rank 
should be settled by giving him the commission of 
a major general. 

Some conversation arose between Messrs. G. 
DAVIS, HARALSON, and BOYD, upon t 
point, involving also the question of the r 
which brevet officers take in command, and also 
the comparative rank of major generals of the mi- 
litia and brevet major generals of the regular arniy 
when brought together in the army. In the course 
of this, 

| Mr. HARALSON said the rule was, that the 

| commissioned officer always takes rank above bre- 
vet officers, either in the army or the militia, But 
when the militia and the regular troops came to- 

| gether, State officers of equal rank gave place to 
United States officers, and it was the same with 
brevet officers. 

Mr. BOYD said that he desired to inquire of the 
chairman whether General Smith, of Louisiana, is 
not a major general of the militia of that State, 
and whether he has not gone to the Rio Grande in 
command of the Louisiana troops, in that capacity; 
and if such be the case, whether he, (Smith,) asa 
major general of militia in commission, wil! not 
rank Taylor, who is major general by brevet only: 
Now, sir, if this be so, then I trust my colleague, 
[Mr. Davis,] will go for the bill as the only meais 
of securing General Taylor the prominent comma! d 
of the forces against Mexico. 

Mr. HARALSON (resuming) said he would 
not attempt to arrive at a conclusion upon a sunjer! 
which had distracted the army for twenty years, 
and which, perhaps, was destined to distract it tor 
years to come. (He referred to an unsuccessii! 

attempt, two years ago, to settle it in this House. 

But he proposed that the opportunity be given © 

the President, by our action, of settling the ques- 
tion so faras General Taylor is concerned, by giving 

hima full commission as major general of the Unit d 

States; and that was one, among other reasons; 

|| which had influenced him, (Mr. H.,) as a member 
| of the Committee on Military Affairs, in reporting 

_the bill now under consideration. There were 


’ 


erent detachments || also other gallant officers under General Taylor he 


thay 
om 


1846. 


chould delight to honor with some of these com- 
ajasions. but there were other reasons why this 
suid be done. He had shown a very great dis- 
ear between the number of officers in the army 
se and now; and his only object was, to have 
"ecers sufficient for the forces mustered into actual 
ott ice. He had said that we would require the 
cervices of major generals by commission from 
the different States; we should also require the 
services of brigadier generals, and it would be ac- 
sally necessary that we should do so from those 


\ 


sates from which we draw a greater force than a 
regiment. 

But he wished to show to the House the actual 
speessity of the second section of the bill, Mr. 
H. said the second section of the bill authorized 
vie President to organize the militia of the States 
wto brigades and divisions; and he proceeded to 
explain the object of that provision. He had (he 
said) shown the necessity of the first and second 
ooyons of the bill. He would call the attention 
of the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Davis] to 
one point in the bill: a proposition was to be made, 
« he had understood, to limit the term of the ap- 
soitments under this bill to the existence of the 
‘var with Mexico. He was willing that, when 
sere should be no further necessity for the ser- 
ves of the officers of the army, they should be 


disbanded; but he thought it improper to make the | 


provision at this time, and in this bill. Officers 
volding commissions in the present service would 


not give them up, even to take a higher rank under 
his act, if, at the end of the war, they were to be 


\ 


disbanded. They would not like to exchange a | 


ermanent commission for one that was to termi- 
yate with the war. 
made on this subject when the time should come. 


‘Those who had most distinguished themselves in | 
the service could be retained in it, but it would be | 
premature now to provide that the commissions of 


all should expire when the war wasended. It might 


prevent us from having the services of many valu- || 


able officers at the present time. 


In that view of the subject, he hoped that all | 
provisions of this sort would be left to those who | 


come after us in these seats. He had designed to 


vive reasons in Support of the different sections of || 


ie bill in the order in which they come; but it 


would perhaps be an unnecessary consumption of | 


uue. The several amendments offered by the 


ommittee would be well considered before they || 


were rejected, 


He would explain, that it was not by any means | 


the object of this bill to supersede General Taylor, 

!, on the contrary, he hoped that the President 
would put him at the head of any war that should 
ve carried on in Mexico, and enable him to com- 
plete what he had so gloriously commenced. 

Mr. H. went on to explain that we could not 
have an army of 20,000 men in the field without 
four major generals. ‘They would constitute four 
livisions, of four or five thousand men each, and 
each would require a major general to command 
tiem, with twice that number of brigadier gene- 
rails. Without such an arrangement, orders could 
jut be communicated with sufficient promptness 
vetween the different wings of the army. He did 
otadvocate the bill because it increased the num- 
ler of epauletted gentlemen, but because it gave 
wheieney to the service. In organizing the State 
uuitia some difficulty was found from the fact that 
‘ate laws differed from the United States laws. 


ne object of the bill was to enable the President | 
‘) 1X the number of the companies, and officer | 


‘iemaecording to the laws prescribed by the States, 
is far as it could be done. 
‘i View as that to which the gendeman from Ken- 


vicky (Mr. Davis] had alluded. He trusted that | 
iv) one had any such object. His desire was to | 


“ive greater efficiency to the service, and no one 
j i ; 

would be more ready than himself to cut off all 

winecessary expenses. 


Mr. JOSEPH J. McDOWELL took the floor; | 


but yielded for a moment to 


to | 


e considered when in order. 


Mr. BOYD modified an amendment of which he || 


iad previously given notice. 

Mr. E. H. EWING gave notice of an amend- 
tment which he would offer when in order. 

Mr. JOSEPH J. McDOWELL thought, he 
said, that the preparations proposed were greater 
than the occasion required. The occasion bore no 
ollparison with the exigency of 1812, which had 
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Ample provision could be | 


He had no such object 


Mr. A, JOHNSON, who offered an amendment, | 


been brought into view. Then the army was di- 
vided inte various expeditions, but we should not 
attack Mexico probably in more than one or two 
points. Now, what number of general officers 
would be necessary to prosecute the war with vi- 
gor and success? We should be very careful not 
to increase the expenses of the military establish- 
ment unnecessarily. 
| He was willing to trust General Taylor with the 
command in Mexico, for he was perfectly well 
convinced that he had the head, and the heart, and 
the experience which qualified him for the expedi- 
tion. He wished to put him in such a position 
that he could not be superseded in the command. 
It would be a burning shame to permit him to be 
| superseded after his late glorious victories. ‘There 
| were several officers of the army who could take 
precedence of him. He had understood that Gen- 
eral Wool was of this number, and that he might 
supersede General Taylor in command. He would 
like to see the bill so modified as to add one major 
/ general to the army, and to provide that General 
| Taylor should be the one appointed. He believed 
that it was unfortunate for the country that, at the 
commencement of the Government we had started 
with the idea of appointing military officers for life, 
and it was inconsistent with the general character 
of our institutions. It was well known to every 
one that men long in service lost all vigor of ac- 
tion, and became physically incapacitated for effi- 
| clent service, and could not be entrusted with the 
| maintenance of the honor and glory of their coun- 
\} try. 

It might be necessary (said Mr. McD.) to add 
one or two brigadier generals. He was, however, 
of the opinion that the war would be soon at an 
end. In three months there would probably be a 
change of government in Mexico, and propositions 
would then be made by her to receive a Minister. 
If so, the war would be at an end. He would be 
willing to vote for one major general, and for two, 
or perhaps three, brigadier generals, but no more. 
The second section of the bill he did not exactly 
| like, for it seemed to strike at the officers under 
| State authorities. When two regiments were called 

out, the brigadier of the State had a right to com- 

mand; and this bill seemed to put it in the power 
| of the President to take from the States this con- 
| stitutional richt. 

Mr. McD. read the second section, and ex- 
pressed the opinion that its provisions were too 
| general, and required modification. Why should 
this section give the President the power to ap- 
| point officers for the brigades?) He would not ob- 
|| ject to the section, if it was confined to cases where 
|| the President drew companies of militia from sev- 
|| eral different States. 
| Mr. BURT here explained, that the section did 
| not interfere at all with the rights of the States to 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 


| 

| 

organize their militia. When one regiment was 

| called from one State, and the other regiment of 
| the brigade from another State, either of the States 
| would have the right to appoint the brigadier 
| general; and therefore the President was autho- 
| rized to appoint a brigadier general from the ofli- 
| cers commissioned by either of the States. So 
| in other cases. When a division was called out, 
| composed of militia from several States, the Presi- 
| dent was authorized to appoint the major general 
by selecting one of the commissioned officers of 
| the States. 

Mr. McDOWELL replied, that if that was the 
object of the section, he hoped that some one of 
the committee would offer an amendment, to render 
| it more explicit in its terms. Though he had a 
high opinion of the honesty and integrity of the 
|| President, yet he did not wish to give him any 
nee ower to interfere with State laws. 
|| Mr. HARALSON here explained, that there 
‘| was no conflict between the provisions of the bill 
| and the State laws. The President was the com- 
| mander-in-chief of the militia, but the States had 
| the right to organize the militia. The object of 
the bill was merely to give the President the power 
to appoint an officer already in commission to com- 
mand, when the force was drawn perhaps from 
| four different States. 
| Mr. McDOWELL (resuming) said that he should 
| be pleased if the bill could be so modified as to ren- 
|| der it unobjectionable to him, for he was anxious 
| to increase the efficiency of the army. He regret- 

ted that the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Davis] 
|| had indulged in such feelings as he had done to-day. 
|| In such a moment as thisevery arm should be lifted 
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for the defence of the country, and every tongue 
should speak in such terms as would give confi- 
dence to the efforts of the country. He would not 
cast any censure on the President of the United 
States, even if he supposed that he had committed 
an error. He thought it bad taste and bad policy 
to endeavor to stir up those old party feelings which 
had so long agitated the country. We ought all 
of us to agree upon the measures requisite for the 
protection of the common interest, aa we ought all 
to join in the commendation of our gallant little 
army. He could find no fault with the President's 
management of the affair. It seemed to him that 
he had conducted it very prudently. He certainly 
did not know that any attack was to be made by 
the Mexicans upon our army, and he had given 
General Taylor discretionary power to eall for 
such force as would enable him to sustain his po- 
sition. General ‘Taylor was constantly in com- 
munication with the department, and he never 
advised it that any attack would be made. In fact 
he knew nothing of the attack until it was made. 
If the gentleman’s charge was true against the 
President, it also applied with greater force to Gen- 
eral Taylor, for he was clothed with powers to call 
out an adequate force for the emergency. Why 
should the President have called for volunteers, 
when he had left it to the discretion of General Tay- 
lor to call for them, if they should be wanted? But 
General Taylor was sensible of his own strength. 
He was sensible of the efficiency and bravery of 
his little force. Had the case been different—had 
General ‘Taylor been in possession of a superior 
force—his laurels would not now be so fresh. The 
Mexicans had the advantage of position and num- 
bers, and a complete knowledge of the ground; 
and General ‘Taylor had to meet them without even 
a breastwork for his protection from their artil- 
lery. 

The assault which had been made upon the Pres- 
ident was, he thought, in bad taste. It was not 
necessary for him to defend the President, for the 


| patriotism of the country would unite in approba- 


tion of his acts. 


Mr. CARROLL said that the exigencies of 


the country, and the disposition he felt to pro- 
vide for them, would induce him to make some re- 
marks on this bill without preparation. Ele did 
not know that he would vote for the billas it stood. 
tut if it should be so amended as to confine the se- 
lection of officers to the line of the army he would 
support it. He complimented the skill and gal- 
lantry of the present officers of the army, and in- 
sisted that they were fully adequate to services 
which would be required, and that the only diffi- 
culty would be in making a selection from so many 


officers of high merit. The opportunity now af- 


| forded to bestow a word of approval on these ofti- 


cers ought not to be neglected. He had ecerdially 
united in the vote of thanks to the eallant Taylor, 
and all the officers and soldiers under his command. 
They all went into the conflicts of the &th and 9th 
with a determination to conquer or die. These 


| officers had been denounced as unfit for command 


heeause they had been educated at the Military 
Academy. 
those officers were educated at West Point, and 
had borne testimony to the science and discipline 
which were acquired in that school. After this 


| brilliant proof of the utility of that school, he trusted 


_ majority in the Senate. 


that it would be universally admitted that eduea- 
tion was necessary for an officer as well as for any 
other profession. These officers were perfectly 
able to officer the whole force now to be raised. 

So far as the object was to appoint General Tay- 
lor a major general, he would heartily unite in it. 
But who was the other major general to be ap- 
pointed? The honorable chairman had told us 
that General Taylor, now a colonel in the line, 
would be one. Who was to be the other? 

Mr. HARALSON explained that he did not 
know upon whom either of the appointments were 
to be conferred. He had said he hoped that Gen- 
eral Taylor would be one. 

Mr. CARROLL went on to argue, from what 
had taken place, that the officers would be taken, 
not from the army, but from politicians. 

This House had provided that the officers of the 
new mounted rifle regiment should be taken from 
the line of the army. It was defeated by a small 
But who were appointed 
as the officers? How did the President exercise his 
discretion? Some eentleman near him had said 
that he appointed Whigs, because the son of Mr. 


But the fact was that 200 out of 262 of 
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Crittenden was one. jut would not the whole 
country have been gratified, if he had taken the offi- 
cers from the gallant corps of officers who had so 
rallantly fought the late battles. The State of 
New York, which would furnish so large a por- 
tion of the force to be raised, would rejoice to put 
her troops under the command of a Scott, a Wool, 
a Worth, instead of putting them under inexperi- 
enced office We might rely upon it, that the 
once puton would never be taken off. 
We ouvht to desire to take them off. The incen- 
tive of promotion had long been wanting in our 


ej) tulette ; 


army; and now that an opportunity was atlorded 
for promotion, these vallant men were thrown 
iside, and we looked ebout among politicians for 
olicers to command, 

Ile presumed that, if the amendment prevailed 
for limiting the service of officers to the end of the 
war, the number of major generals would be re- 
duced to one, and brigadiers to two. He would 
vote for the bill if the officers were to be taken from 
the line of the ariny. ‘Though opposed to the ad- 
mission of ‘Texa into the Union, he would £O as 
far as any one to defend her, now that she was a 
State Ile had voted for all the supplies for the 
war, and he did, like some, attribute the whole 
blame of the war upon this Government; but he 
trusted that the first opportunity would be taken 
ty restore peace nan honorable manner. 

Mr. CARROLL offered an amendment to the 
bill, to be considered when in order. 

Mr. W. TLUN'T had listened (he said) to the 
remarks of the gentleman at the head of the Mill- 
tary Commuttee, but he was not convinced that 
there was any necessity for this bill. He was not 
aware of any necessity growing out of the present 
war for an additional number of major generals and 
bricadier generals. During the late war we had 
armies to mamtan on the whole Canada frontier 


and the Atlantic seaboard. But to take an advan- 


ta of a temporary exigency for the purpose of 
increasing the number of officers permanently was 


very impoltie, If the act itse lf was to be te mpo- 
rary, he could not see the necessity of retaining the 
first section, 


Vir. H. vindicated the officers of the revular 


i 


army from the antimadversions made upon them 


hy t report from a committee of this House. It 
was complamed that they were too old, or too 
youne and inefficient: but after what had lately 

issed, he hoped that the report would be modt- 
fied by the gentleman who made it, or that it would 
be recommiutted for that purpose, He proceeded 
to vindicate the Military Academy from the charge 
that it is an aristocratic institution. The cadets 


were equally apportioned, according to the repre- 
tation of the several States, and this mode of 
ection served to bind the army together—to give 
us a national army, without reference to national 
‘litical considerations. If we were to havea 
umy, the officers should be equally ap- 
prove drone d. But how was the fact in relation to the 
late appointments in the new mounted rifle regi- 
ment? Out of thirty-four officers, there were nine 
States having ninety-one votes on this floor, that 
| but four eificers, and one of those was a lieu- 
Mr. DOUGLASS asked the gentleman if he 
could say how many officers of the army and navy 
were from those States ? . : 

Mr. HUNT could not state, as he had not the 
list before him. It might be that some of the 
western States had not their full share. He did 
not mtend to impute any blame to the present dis- 
tiveutshed head of the War Department in those 
appro nlinents; no difference of political opinion 
should prevent him from doing justice to the high 
character of that officer. 

Mir. WENTWORTH asked whether the gen- 
tieman referred to Governor Marcy. 

Mr. HUNT replied that he did. 

\ member here inquired of Mr. Wentwortn 
why he asked the question? 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Because, if the centle- 
man trom New York referred to Governor Marey, 
I coneur with him fully in his opinion of that 
oificer. 

Mr. HUNT went on to advocate such a system 
of appointments, in regard to the army, as had 
been heretofore adopted for the Military Academy, 
the graduates of which institution had rendered 
much important service. 


On motion of Mr. HOLMES, the committee 
rose and re ported. 
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Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, by leave, from the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, to which the subject 
was referred, reported a bill to protect the Cherokee 
Indians from domestic strife, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read twice, and committed. 

On motion of Mr. HARALSON, by leave, or- 
dered that the Committee on Military Affairs be 
discharged from the consideration of the petition 
of Ann Timmons, widow of Samuel ‘Timmons, 
and that it be committed. 

On motion of Mr. JAMES B. HUNT, by 
leave, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be requested to inquire into the expediency of 
erecting or reconstructing a fortification at Fort 
Gratiot, at the outlet of Lake Huron, in the State 
of Michigan. 

Mr. MORRIS, by leave, offered the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be in- 
structed to report a bill adopting the laws of the 
State of Maryland for the government and admin- 
istration of justice in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. M. briefly explained the resolution. 

Mr. THURMAN replied; when, 

On motion of Mr. COBB, the resolution was laid 
on the table. 

And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
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Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of the | 


Chesapeake and Delaware Canal Company, asking 
that the United States should relinquish the stock 
held in that company on certain conditions; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BAGBY presented the memorial of Wade 
Allen, asking to be allowed additional compensa- 
tion for extra services on a certain mail route; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of the mi- 
litia officers of the State of Maryland, asking the 
adoption of certain improvements in the militia 
system of the United States, for the better protec- 
tion of the seaboard and lake frontiers; which was 
ordered to be referred to the committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

RETROCESSION OF ALEXANDRIA. 

Mr. PENNYBACKER presented five memo- 
rials of citizens of Alexandria, praying the passage 
of the bill now before the Senate, for the retroces- 
sion of the county of Alexandria to the State of 
Virginia; which were referred to the Committee 
for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. ARCHER presented four memorials of the 
same character; which received a similar reference. 

Mr. ASHLEY submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post road from Hel- 
ena, in Phillips county, Arkansas, on the west side 
of the Mississippi river, to the mouth of White 
river, 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, it was ordered that 
Lorenzo N. Clarke have leave to withdraw the 
documents relating to his claim, on the files of the 
Senate. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported without amendment the House bill for 
the allowance of drawback upon merchandise im- 
ported into certain districts of the United States 
from the British North American possessions, and 
exported to foreign countries. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported without amendment the bill to 
authorize the clerks of the circuit and district courts 
of the United States for the Western District of 
Virginia to appoint deputies, and for other pur- 
pose 8. 

Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, reported back the bill making alterations in 
the pay department of the army, together with the 
House amendment thereto, with a recommenda- 
tion that the Senate do not agree thereto. 


Mr. D. then moved that the Senate disagree to | 


the amendment referred to. 


| sumed the consideration of the bill granting 


June 3, 


Mr. JARNAGIN called for the 
amendment, and it was read. 

Mr. DIX stated that the amendment of 
House of Representatives was a substitute f), 
original bill, and provided that the appoint 
made under its authority should only be 1 
rary. Independent of the present war, the iner, 
of the territory of the United States, and the, 
sequent necessary increase of the army, ren¢, 
the permanent appointment of additional paymias. 
ters necessary, Whereas the amendment pyoync 
to make the appointments proposed by th 
temporary only. ; 

Mr. BENTON also expressed the same yj, 
upon the subject. 

The question was then taken upon the motioy i 
disagree, and decided in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. SPEIGHT, the Senate », 


reading of ; 


er 


nate sections of the public lands for the impre Ves 
ment of Pearl river, when a conversation of x), 
length took place between Senators SEVIEP 
SPEIGHT, CHALMERS, JARNAGIN, Wer: 
STER, NILES, CALHOUN, ARCHER, Joy\. 
SON of Louisiana, WESTCOTT, SIMMONS: 
and DAVIS; after which, and the submittal o? 
various amendments and motions, 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to lay the subject up, 
the table for the present; which motion was agreed 
to. 


THE FINANCES. 


On motion of Mr. LEWIS, the Senate restmed 
the consideration of the unfinished business of yes- 
terday, being the following resolutions reported 
from the Committee on Finance: ; 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be furnished to the Senate 
an estimate of the amount of money required dur- 
ing the present and next fiscal year, for such a 
prosecution of the existing war with Mexico as 
will most likely result in its speedy and honorab|: 
termination. 

Resolved, That he also cause to be reported to 
the Senate whether the amount so required is like- 
ly to be realized in the present condition of our 
finances, without a resort to loans, treasury notes, 
or direct taxes; and if not, what modifications of 
the existing tariff are required to furnish ample 
means for the vigorous prosecution of such war. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN submitted the following 
amendment, of which he gave notice yesterday, 
as an additional resolution: 

Resolved, That he also be requested to commu- 
nicate to the Senate whether, in the event of the de- 
ficiencies contemplated in the preceding resolution, 
he would recommend a resort to loans, treasury 
notes, direct taxes, or a modification of the tarif, 
to supply the deficiency, or what other means, if 
any, he would recommend for the purpose. 

The question being taken on the amendment, 1t 
Was agreed to. 

Mr. C. thereupon, stating that the adoption of 
the amendment just acted upon rendered his amend- 
ment to the second resolution submitted yester- 
day, unnecessary, withdrew the said amendment. 

The question recurring upon the resolution as 
amended, it was adopted. 


GRANTS OF LAND. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, the 
Senate pfoceeded, as in committee of the whole, to 
the consideration of the ‘ joint resolution in rela- 
‘tion to the issuing of grants of certain lands in 
‘ Louisiana,” which, after discussion, in which 
Senators McDUFFIE, WEBSTER, BARROW, 
JOHNSON of Louisiana, and BERRIEN, took 
part, the two latter in favor, and the others in op- 
position to the allowance of the claim, was ordered 
to be engrossed fora third reading by the follow- 
ing vote—the yeas and nays having been ordered, 
on the call of Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atherton, Bagby, Berrien, 
Breese, Thomas Clayton, Davis, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, 
Greene, Haywood, Houston, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnsen 
of Louisiana, Mangum, Miller, Niles, Pennybacker, Rusk, 
Semple, Simmons, Sturgeon, Turney, Upham, Woodbridge, 


; and Yulee—29. 


NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Barrow, Chalmers, Lew, 
McDutflie, and Speight—6. 

Mr. DIX moved that acommittee of conference 
be appointed to confer with a like committee of the 
House of Representatives in relation to the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two houses of Congress upo! 
the bill making alterations in the pay department 
of the army; which motion was agreed to. 
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Subseque rently, the above motion was ienintd. 


ered, as irrecular. 
“The Senate then adjourned. 
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Wepnespay, June 3, 1946. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
wed. 

Pr. BURT moved that the House resolve itself 
«> Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
‘on: but waived the motion at the request of 
Mr. MORRIS, between whom and Messrs. 

arRT, COBB, and the SPEAKER, some con- 

rsation occurred as to the mode in which the 
ceniytion offered by Mr. M, last evening had been 

a . osed of. 

“\tr. M. moved a reconsideration of the vote by 

whi hh the said resolution had been laid on the table. 

7 i BURT insisted on his motion; which was 

screed to. 


THE MEXICAN WAR. 


S» the House resolved itself into Committee of 
W hol e on the state of the Union, (Mr. Tis- 
alia f Kentucky, in the chair,) and resumed 
the con pe ition of the bill from the Se nate, sup- 
\ , mentary to the act of the 13th May, 1846, pro- 
viding for the prosecution of the war against Mex- 
.», and of the pending amendments. 
Mr, HOLMES said that Government was not a 
very easy instrument to play upon. Government 
is complic sated in its best estate, and when an ex- 
iency arises Which calls for the action of this Gov- 
ernment, out of the common order of events, it 
requires that each and every part should as far as 
sible cireumscribe its own functions, and act in 
harmony with every other part. You have, for 
wise purposes, delegate d distinct authori ity to " dia- 
tinet copartments; and upon the efficiency of these 
several copartments and the harmony of the whole, 
must depend the efficiency of your general action. 
Now, sir, a bill has been sent from the War De- 
nartment, and received the sanction of the Execu- 
authority. It has gone to another copartment 
of * hie Glove rnment, and they likewise having con- 
sidered it well, have matured the bill, and sent it 
down to us; and at a moment when the spirit of 
the whole country is aroused; when the eyes of all 
men are awake to the exigencies of the country; 
when your volunteers are moving in numbers to 
the defence of our honor and our soil, you are ac- 
ually coldly deliberating and m: iking objection 
after objection to the only mode by which effi- 
ciency can be added to the forces you have autho- 
‘ized to be raised. ‘This bill proposed not an aug- 
mentation of the forees—you have already done 
that; itis not an expenditure of money, for with 
a liberal, if not a profuse hand, you have opened 
ihe treasury; but it provides for the appointment 
of those officers who should organize the materiel 
and personnel which you have already, and to ren- 
de rthat mighty struecle which may ensue and the 
mighty means at hand, efficient and triumphant. 
And it does surprise me, I confess it, that gentle- 
en who profess to be the advotntes of the Ad- 
ministration (and I have made no such pretence 
and no such proffers) should stand on this floor 

d oppose almost the only proposition which has 
come from the Executive as a consummation of 
every proposition you have adopted. 

LW hat does the bill now before you propose? To 

etothe army, to add to the forces already exist- 

ing, two major and four brigadier generals. For 
wh ft purpose : ? For the purpose of rendering that 
ble which you have already voted. You have 

\ vied fifty thousand volunteers; you have doubled 
urarmy, from seven to fifteen thousand men; 
ou have ealled into requisition the resources of 
the country; and now, when a bill is framed by 
other part of this Gov ernment, and adopted un- 

r the sanction of the Executive, you are about 
i there are indications of it) to deny to him the 
ilutary means of efficiency. 

Mr. H. proceeded to notice the objections made 
to this bill. The first was, that there was no ne- 
cessity for such addition. ‘That was a question to 
be ascertained by numbers, by mathematical prin- 
cry les , by the ap plication of known principles. We 

iad now fourteen regiments of troops, amounting 
when filled up, to fifteen thousand men; but which, 
by-the-by, would make fifteen or sixteen regiments, 
according to the principles on which regiments were 
filled. Two re giments constituted a brigade; we, 


lt 
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Dichetuad. want seven brigadier generals; we want 
five more—the bill proposes four. And for sixteen 
reriments we want four major generals—we have 
now one; the bill proposes to add two, leaving still 
a deficit of one. Now, the question is, shall we 
pause to give the re quisite oflicers for the essential 
forces? Why pause? 

But,s ay some ge ntle men, bad appointments may 
be made. It did not become men intrusted by the 
people with a co-ordinate function to be jealous and 
suspicious of those elevated to distinct functions, 
the operation of which is essential to our Govern- 
ment; and it little became those who profess to be 
the party supporting the Administration—on a mere 
supposition; nay, if they had the certainty that there 
would be injudic ious appointments, to withhold the 
requisite means of efficiency; because gentlemen 
had better let errors occur and evils ensue, than that 
thee opartments of the Government not be invested 
in time of difficulty with adequate means and respon- 
sibility. ‘There is a vigor in this construction that 
would remedy its evils; and the only way by which 
the whole force and sanitary power of this con- 
struc tion can be oon forth for the se creat e ends, is to 


of f this construction as gidly as possible ie velop 
themselves; and the quicker you give the power to 


| develop themselves—even for evil—the — ker you 


have the power to apply the remedy, before the 
evils overwhelm you. If the President has, or will 
hereafter, make injudicious appointments, upon 


him rests the responsibility; but upon this House 


| braced the whole. 


sort to all the strategy of a suerilla, war. 


and the other rests the re sponsibility of authorizing 
the appointment of a sutticient number of officers 
to lead our army and render it effective. 

The objection was urged, on another side, that it 
would be an increase of expenditures. $10,000,000 
have just been appropriated, and now talk about 
the expenditure of a few hundred thousand dollars, 
to render effective and available all that you have 
already done. But this was an ad caplandum ar- 
gument. This saving for the treasury the mini- 
mums and expending the maximums was too 
much practised upon, “and was ve ry often the re- 
sult of these ideas of economy. But Mr. H. said 
that brevet brigadier generals receive the pay of 
brigadier generals by rizht, and hence their promo- 
tion w ould in fact involve no additional expense. 

Again: it was said that we were putting forth 
more force than the exigency demands. It be- 
comes a wise people (said Mr. H.) not to cireum- 
scribe their vision by the events that immediately 
surround them, but to consider the relations in 
which we stand to the State with which we are 
now in conflict engaged, and to carry their ken on- 
ward, and consider the relation in which that Gov- 
ernment stands to the other Powers of the earth, 
and our relations with these Powers, and so to 
arrange our sy stem of oper ations that let tany pos- 
sible exigency arise, we shall, by the vastness and 
comprehensiveness of our preparations, have em- 
It was said that we were at 
war with a weak Power; but the power of a na- 
tion depends not on the amount of mere physical 
force they can bring into the field; for the battle is 
not always to thestrong. We had carried the day 
in one or two engagements by a successful coup de 
main; we had now to prosecute a strategic war; 
we had to pass over deserts, and through ravines; 
they will overtop you on their mountain heights; 
they will meet you in the valleys, and would re- 
Mr H. 
further referred to the nature of their country, the 
comprehensiveness of views, and the sagacity of 


| their statesmen, the fineness of the personnel of 


their army requiring only to be officered by skilful 
commanders to make one of the most effective 
forces in the world—all going to show that Mexico 
herself was no enemy to be despised and under- 
rated, 

3ut he feared, he very much feared, that this 


| war was but the first germ of a still broader and 


mightier conflict. He would say to the people, if 
he could arouse them to the exigency and the pre- 
paration, Do not stand counting the cost, but give 
to the arm of the Government efficiency. Did 
Mexico bear no relation to any foreign Govern- 
ment? Great Britain has subjected her to be a 
province; it was by her policy that Miranda’s ex- 
pedition was commenced; that that country was 
rent from the mother country, and became a repub- 
lic. She has a mortgage of $80,000,000 on the 
soil, and her capitalists are now working the mines 
of Mexico, from which they draw out vast hoards 
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She has an eye as keenly upon the 
‘aliformias as you have; she knows the advan- 
tages of the ports of Monterey and St. Francisco; 

and she is not going to re linquish, at the word of 
your command, all he rhopes. Or perhaps it wil I 
hi appen before any re sponse is given by England 
to our notice to quit Oregon in twelve months, or 
compromise—that however disposed she has been 
heretofore to meet us on a ps articular line of de- 
mareation, she will pause in her course, and look 
to coming events; and pe rh ips ase ribe motives of 
conquest that do not exist; and, prepared as she 
is, with her mighty armaments and ready fleets, 
make an issue with you on the first point. It is 
well for you to conte mplate this important, if not 
probable, st: ite of events, that m: iy burst upon you 
in your state of fancied security. Me. H. con- 
tinued by asking (after a sentence or two, which 
were lost to the reporter) if gentlemen thought that 
she (Great Britain) was willing to see absorbed 
into the bosom of this re public that Mexico, with 
her fine harbors, her mines of wealth, and all her 
natural advantages, after she had e xpended mil 

lions to break ms bonds of Spain—to get rid of the 
navigation laws, so stringent in the 


= treasure. 


mother coun- 
trv? Was she about to let us sweep, without any 


difficulty, the whole of this country, and throw 
our navigation laws around that whole coast, de- 
Structive to her naviratine interests ? 

Was there nothing a statesman should look to 
even beyond England? Was there no meaning in 
that one compre he ‘nsive sentence of the prime min- 
ister of France, that France should hold the bal- 
ance of power upon this continent? And would 
such a declaration have been made by a country 
where diplomacy is so nis ‘ely adjusted and bal 
aneed, unless it had been ; suppose d that a state of 
things would arise which would justify the inte: 
ference of France? He alluded to the movements 
of England and France in the Arzentine Re public, 
and asked what there was to prevent her inter 
fering with us when occasion should arise? 

No, (said Mr. H.,) meet this question like men. 
Prepare for future events—not on the ealeulation 
of dollars and cents—not by distrust of the Execu- 
tive, who is to wield the power. Let all the eo- 
partments of the Government move together, and 
our nation is as unconquerable in her means, as 
her spirit is indomitable in her children. 

Mr. H. would never consent to limit the appoint- 
ment of officers to the expiration of the war. He 
doubted now whether this legislature, with all its 
wisdom, could appreciate the extent of our diffi- 
culty; and he was certain that no man, however 
keen his conception, could tell what the necessity 
of the case may urge upon us. At the expira- 
tion of the war, other legislators would come, 
and could diminish the —? ,and reduce ittoa 
peace establishment, on the Lasis which to them 
might seem best: but let us de: undertake to do not 
only what seemeth best for the present, but for 
alltime to come. It would do no good, because 
their action could not cireumseribe the functions of 
future Congresses; but vast harm, inconceivable 
evils might result, and ineflable ag agp might 
spring up. Was it nothing to say to an officer in 
the midst of hard ships and dangers, when he re- 
quires everything to prompt him—love of coun- 
try, hopes of promotion, the gratitude of the peo- 
ple: “ As long as you are in the harness, as you are 
used, you shall be employed; but when the time 
comes that the whole people are rejoicing at the 

successful termination of the war, you alone shall 
be sent to some vast wilderness, some lonely re 
treat, where you can have the solit: ry consol: ition 
of looking back upon your past services. 

He was opposed to that amendment, and in 
favor of the bill in all its provisions; and, in con- 
clusion, he appealed to all, laying aside all petty 
considerations, and elevating themselves to a con- 
sideration not only of those things which were now 
present, but of those vast contingencies that might 
oceur, to make all proper and adequate prepara- 
tion therefor, and show that we were capi able of 
being a nation of statesmen. 

Mr. THOMAS SMITH was understood to re- 
mark, that he did not know that there would be 
such a difficulty i in bringing this war to a success- 
ful termination as seemed to be anticipated by the 
gentleman who had just taken his seat. He re- 
gretted deeply that we were engaged in a war with 
Mexico at all; she was one of those countries with 


' which, least of all, he desired this nation to be 


engaged in conflict. 


And for fear he might say 


sees) ew een eee 
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something which might not be considered so pa- 
triotic by some in this high time of patriotism, mn 
this war, let him refer to the fact that he was one 
of those men who have not faltered in adopting 
any measure which was necessary, growing out 
of our relations with Mexico. He stood up when 
the annexation of Texas was under consideration; 
he made no speeches in favor of it, but he felt he 
could go forward and support that measure with- 
out coming forward on all OCCASIONS and defining 
He did not bogvle because of the 


his position. 
extension of slavery, which argument was so much 
urged. But now we were in this war; and he no- 
ticed that there were whose position was 
omewhat questionabl at that time 9 who are now 
foremost in prose euting this war—who were over- 
flowing with patriotism in regard to this matter, 
He hoped, then, he should not be accused with 
any wantof patriousm, with any intention to go 
to the extent to which any man would in the pros- 
lie did not apprehend all the 
out of this war which the high- 
ly talented and respectable gentleman from South 
Carolina did. Tle (Mr. 8.) considered our rela- 
tions with Mexico alone. He did not anticipate 
wd would come and take part with Mex- 
ico; nor that such appre hensions re lative to France, 
balance of power, were 
the time had gone by when such 


Sone 


ecution of the war. 


difficulties crowing 


1 
Liat inne 


and in reference to. the 
called for. No; 
thines were to be by thrones, monarchies, 
and crowned heads. What had been the policy 
of Loui Phirkipyyr To avoid war. And why f 
Things had changed in the last century. A cen- 
tury avo blood was the cement of the throne; it 
, solvent of the throne now. They were 
to make war upon us, because all the 
blood that flows is caleulated to spread republic- 
He feared nothing, 


was the 
not going 
anism throughout the world. 
then, on that score. 

We were in favor of prosecuting the war upon 
W hat are the ends and 
of the war with Mexico at this time? To 
revolutionize Mexico? ‘To earry our arms victo- 
that To annex that country 
to ours for the viving them a better 
Government, and at the point of the bayonet to 
carry the love of liberty into that country? It was 
nothing of that kind. He was as much opposed to 
carrying our institutions at the point of the bayonet, 
as our religion by the stiletto, the bowie-knife, and 
the mouth of the cannon. The object, then, was 
to make Mexico respect our rights, to come toa 
fair settlement with us, and give us the boundary 
we are entitled to; and not an inch beyond that 
was he in favor of. Tle was opposed to entering 
upon aggressions on Mexico—to attempt aconquest 
of Mexico. Our rights, and that alone, was what 
we wanted; and he 
contemplated anything beyond that. 

tie would like to know, then, how many gen- 
crals we must have to bring to a successful termi- 
nation this war, without bringing up these Hectors 
of France and England. How many generals do 
we want? General Taylor has already whipped 
them on the Rio Grande. If he could do that, how 
many more senerals did we want? We have three 
cenerals now. 

But it was suggested by some that it was for the 
purpose of giving General Taylor the command 
of the army. He desired he should have it; but 
for that purpose he would not give this whole in- 
proposed by this bill. The bill proposed 
to appornt two additional major generals and four 


Mexicotoa proper re ult. 


apiece 
} 


rious over country? 


purpose of 


crease 


bricadier generals; and, according to the rule of 


military etiquette, the two brigadier generals— 
CGieneral Gaines and General Wool—must be made 
major generals; and the brigadier generals must 
then be taken from the line of the army. And 
what kind of material could be got? Were they 
propesing to appoint major generals for the pur- 
pose of getting men capable of command? If that 
was their object, let them say so, and let these 
men stand aside. Why was not Major General 
Seott now on the ground where the battle was the 
thickest? Tle understood that, some time ago, if 
he had not orders, he had at least permission to go 
there; but he was still in the city. Mr. S. was 
perfectly willing that General Taylor should have 
the entire command; he was competent to have the 
entire command, and conquer the Mexicans, There 
were some excellent men, also, behind him. On 
looking over the Army Register, he found that 
Brigadier General Taylor, the commander on the 
Mexican frontier, who had been doing, perhaps, 
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believed there was no man who 








the only service since the war of 1812, was draw- | 


ing $2,995 salary; and Colonel Worth, who was 
here a little ume ago to lay down his commission, 
but who, however, had gone back to the army 
of occupation on the Rio Grande, was drawing 
upwards of $4,000. 

Ile was opposed, then, to the increase of these 
generals, because he believed we have enough who 
are competent to prosecute the war toa successful, 
and—if gentlemen will have it so—to a glorious 
termination. We have now three generals draw- 
ing the aggregate sum of $18,000 per annum. His 
friend from South Carolina thought this was a 
small amount just after so liberal and magnificent 
an appropriation of ten millions of dollars. But 
after, by one scratch of the pen, having swept away 
the enure surplus of the treasury, if now was not 
the tume to talk about minor appropriations, when 
(Mr. 8S. would like to know) was the ime? When 
three generals were drawing $18,000, he thought 
they should pause at least to inquire the necessity, 
before they appointed eight others, whose salaries 
would have the same proportion. For that reason, 
among others, he was opposed to this section of 
the bill. 

Mr. 8. alluded to, and expressed his dissent 
from, the proposition of Mr. Carrot. to confine 
these appointments to the line of the army. Under 
this, these six brigadier generals would be confined 
for selection to fourteen colonels. By turning to 
the Army Register we find that the youngest of 
those who entered the service as captains in 1813 
would not be much, ifany, under the age of sixty. 
Now he doubted very much whether a man of 
sixty would be the kind of a man to be selected 
commander in this Mexican expedition. Some of 
them entered as colonels as early as 1798. He had 
no idea of making such a restriction as that; he 
had no idea but we had got as good generals out 
of the army as in the army. We had a Colonel 
‘Tod, who had done illustrious service. Also a 


General Call, of Florida, concerning whom he had | 


heard an anecdote, that at the battle of New Or- 
leans, on the 26th of December, when General 
Jackson met the enemy and gave them as good a 
fight as the fight of the Palo Alto, this Call was 
there—he thought as an adjutant. In the night, 


the section of the army to which he belonged was | 
fired upon from some quarter where it was not ex- | 


pected the British were. They were afraid that 


there was some mistake, and that their friends | 


were firing upon them, or that they might be firing 
upon their friends. 
monished his friends to be quiet for a time; that he 
would reconnoitre, and see who they were; and he 
passed out before his own men, and advanced upon 
the enemy so as to see their uniform by the flash 
of their guns, 


Rio Grande; a man of that kind would be excluded 
by an amendment of this kind. We had others 
known as much to fame. ‘There was Colonel But- 
ler, (from whom Mr. 8. heard the anecdote he had 


just related,) who would not do discredit to the | 


service; and if there was any man calculated to 
call the generous spirits from the West, and to 


lead them on to Mexico, he was the man. He | 
had done some acts of bravery which were not in- | 
Mr. 8. could || 


ferior to those of any other man. 
not go for the first section in its present shape. 


But there was another objection to the bill—to | 


its fifth section, and that was that which was made 
by the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. G. Davis} 
yesterday. 
Constituuon of the United States that the officering 
their own men was given to the respective States, 
Hie understood no distinction between volunteers 
and militia in this respect. But, by this section, 


quartermasters, commissaries, and surgeons, were | 
to be appointed by the President of the United States, | 


Mr. 8. alluded to the obvious reasons for the pro- 


vision of the Constitution—the securing to the | 
militia, officers with whom they were acquainted, | 


and in whom they had confidence, who (in the 


language of scripture) would ** feel for their infirmi- | 


ties;” and spoke of the important offices rendered 
by quartermasters and surgeons to their men; the 


reasons for the law existing in these cases with | 
But it | 


equal or greater strength than in others. 
being expressly reserved to the States by the Con- 


stitution, it became a question of State rights; | 


hence, he hoped his friend from South Carolina on 
his left, (Mr, Burr,] and all other gentlemen from 
that State at least, would go with him in this view. 





This Call (he was told) ad- | 


A man of that kind was as good as | 
any West Point man in the gallant army on the | 


He (Mr. 8.) understood from the | 
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Mr. 8S. remarked that he had no wish to qe, 
the committee long, and it was the first tiene :- 
believed, in which he had spoken this se nian } 
had thought it probable, in the form in whic} 
bill now was, he should vote against it: a) | 
wished briefly to explain his vote, lest he i... 
be considered opposed to any Measures ne De 
to prosecute the war. When we had me ... 

generals in abundance, however, he did yor +, 

| it became necessary, or that an ardent support 
of the Administration in this war was con, Hed « 
go beyond the necessary means of protectiy a 
The ends and objects—the policy of this: 
ernment, he repeated, was to prosecute the ex), 
ing war between this Government and Mex,.,. 

which was brought about by the act of Moy, 
to a speedy and successful conclusion. Ang), 
maintained farther that it was not the ol ject « 

policy of this country to make a conmjec . 

Mexico, nor to prosecute this war furtl: r than: 

bring the Mexican Republic to honorable tory. 

to the settlement of all existing difficulties hery,, 

this country and Mexico, and to give us the p 

Grande—to which we are entitled—as q }),.,. 

dary. 

‘‘And California, too?” Mr. SEVERANCE 
| (in his seat) was understood to ask. . 

About California, (said Mr. 8.) the gentlems 
asks rather too much. He (Mr. 8.) was not fy 
California just at this time, nor was he for carry. 
| ing republican institutions at the point of the bay. 
/onet into Mexico He heard it occasionally sq | 

‘** these Mexicans area bad crew any how: they 

‘ put down a bad tyrant to-day, and put up awors 
| tyrant to-morrow.’’ That (said Mr. 8.) is th 
business; let them fight out their own battles amons 
themselves; and by-and-by they will purify them- 
selves. He was opposed, then, to carrying Ameri- 
can arms into Mexico for the purpose of making 
| them better republicans and better democrats; | 


was opposed to killing half of them to make the 
other half quiet; but he was in favor of prosecy- 
ting this war to a successful and speedy conclusion, 
the settlement of all difficulties, and the acknow!- 
|, edgment of the Rio Grande as a boundary. 
Mr. BURT, as a member of the Committee oy 
| Military Affairs, felt it his duty to attempt a brief, 
but he hoped a satisfactory, reply to all the objec- 
| tions that had been raised against the bill. H 
' must be excused from following gentlemen in the 
range of debate which had been taken—from dis- 
cussing the manner in which this war was to be 
continued, or the point at which it was to cease. 
|, It was not the part of this House to be entertain- 
ing questions of that kind. It was the part of this 
Congress to place at the disposal of those who con- 
| duct this war those means of efficiency and vigor 
which they ask, and which in its judgment may 
be necessary to a speedy and victorious termina- 
tion of the war. 

He begged the committee to understand, once 
for all, that it was a bill to complete and perfect 
the organization of the army, and place under the 
control of the War Department those elements of 
efficiency which were deemed necessary to the suv- 
cess of our arms in Mexico. 

The gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Smirn,} and 
his colleague, [Mr. Henuey,] yesterday had at- 
tacked the Ist section with much earnestness, 0! 
the ground that inasmuch as our officers on 1 
Mexican frontier had already been triumpliau' 
when they had met the enemy, it was unnecessary 
to appoint additional officers. Gentlemen also oj 
posed this section because they anticipated appou- 
/ments might not judiciously be made. He bez- 

ged gentlemen to consider that a matter of this kui 
| ought not to influence the determination of the con- 
| mittee on this occasion. If he satisfied the com 
mittee that to complete the organization of out 
army, this increase of general officers was nect* 
|| sary, it seemed to him he should have accot 
plished all that was necessary. And briefly to 
proceeed in this matter, he begged leave to reter \ 
the report of the Secretary of War in 1513, show 
ing ais is a proper organization of the army \ 
the field, and to say it is the organization of eve'y 
country in Europe. It has been the organizauo" 
of our country in two wars, and, so far as his 
knowledge extended, it was the organization of Ui 
| militia in every State in this Union, ; 
| Mr. B. read the extract referred to, which ws 
concordant with the provisions of the bill; and he 
said these officers were known to all military ™ 
\} to be indispensable. The organization of gene™ 


1 
, . 
Nis Gy 


ter 











igor 
nay 


ae 


once 
rfect 
r the 


ts ol 


haut 
sary 
D Op: 
OUT 
bez- 
kind 
com- 
com 
* our 
eC ES- 
COM 
ly to 
ter bo 
how- 
my 
every 
ation 
is his 
of the 


h was 
nd he 
7 me 

pera: 


1846. 








offeers of an army in all history in modern times, 
ehowed one brigadier general to be necessary to 
> 00) men, and one major general to 4,000 men; 
oan that fewer officers were wholly inadequate to 
th e wants of the service. : 
Mr. B. here made a statement of the number of 
fice rs and men in the revolutionary army. As to 
ihe officers, it appeared from a report made by the 
adjutant general 1n 1812, in conformity with a call | 
fom Congress, that, in 1775, there were four ma- 
or generals and eight brigadier generals. In 1775 
‘ive brigadier generals were promoted, and twen- 
ty-three brigadiers were appointed ; three major 
enerals were appointed ; General Washington, at 
the same time, urged that a still greater number of 
ters be appointed. The number of men in the 
my did not at any time exceed thirty-five thou- 
sand. That was the greatest number in the field 
tany one time. 
“In the year 1812 we had six major generals and 
sixteen brigadier generals. These appointments 
were all permanent. ‘They were not to expire at 
che end of the war. In some instances volunteers 
were commanded by theif own generals. He had 
the estimates of the number of men commanded 
by these officers. The facts were contained ina 
report from the adjutant general. The permanent 
force was thirty-three thousand in the year 1813. | 
The whole number of troops, regular and tempo- 
rary, was 58,252. Some of them were employed 
for merely local objects, and for our coast defence, 
and needed not the command of general officers. 

In 1812 the number of officers was 1,450, and 
of men, 15,825. 

In 1813 the number of officers was 1,744; and of 
men, 35,161. 

We had now but one major general and two 
‘iwadier generals. These wereall. We had col- 
onels in the line who had been distinguished for 
their gallantry in 1812. They were now at the 
head of bureaus, and their services there were in- 
dispensable to the country in the time of war or 
peace. He was surprised to hear gentlemen here 
ialking of dispensing with such services, and of 
iringing all these officers into the field, regardless 
of their present important duties. 

Our present army had been increased to a force 
of one hundred men for each company, and which 
rendered the whole regular force more than seven- 
teen thousand. If we added to this force the sev- 
enteen thousand volunteers which had been called 
out for the service of the army, the whole number 
of the army would be thirty-five thousand men. If 
any gentleman would apply the rule that had here- 
tofore prevailed to the present circumstances, he 
would find that the number of officers proposed 
was less than was necessary for the perfect organ- 
vation of the present force, 

We should have under this bill, three major gen- 
erals and six brigadier generals in the field with an 
army of thirty-five thousand men. He trusted that | 
it was not necessary to suggest to this committee, 
orto any one who understood anything about the 
organization of an army, that an army must be per- 
tectly organized, and that its symmetry in every 
respect must be perfect. It would not be proper 
to trust to officers taken from regiments as brevet | 
oficers. The accidents of the field, and lapse of 
‘ime, might carry off some of them, and derange 
commands in the most perfectly érganized army. 
ile considered it prudent to increase the number of | 
oflicers, and he alluded to the fact that the fields of 
Mexico were strewn with gallant officers in this 
early stage of the conflict. Look (he said) to the 
vattle-fields of the Rio Grande. One-sixth of the || 
whole number of those who had fallen in those con- 
iets consisted of our gallant officers. No one would 
e surprised, if in some such field it might become 
lecessary for a colonel to command a brigade. 

He did not intend to notice the political objec- | 
tions to this bill, and he did not anticipate that any 
‘ppomtments under it would be made which would || 
ve improper; and he would say, that if the Presi- 
vent, While authorized to strike a blow at Mexico 
Which should thrill through her borders, should | 
stop to think of party interests, he would be him- 
self the first to join in the many execrations which | 
would come up from the whole body of the people 
torebuke and denounce him. He considered that || 
such objections were premature and in bad taste. | 
' was wrong to indulge in them now. i 

Mr. B. said he had explained sufficiently the ne- | 
cessity of this bill, but he would add some expla- | 
hations upon some few points. The President had | 
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called for regiments from different States, and it 
would be impossible that any brigadier general or 
major general should be appointed by any one 
State, when the regiments or divisions should be 
drawn from different States. 

Mr. B. adverted to the objections to the remain- 
der of the fifth section of the bill, which had been 
made by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Da- | 
vis,} and the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. T. 
Smitn.| Their objection was, that the fifth section 
denied to the States their constitutional power to 
appoint officers to command the regiments which 
they raised. The Constitution provided that the 
States should officer their men when they were 
raised, but the organization of the troops was to 
be prescribed by an act of Congress. According 
to that organization, the States had a right to ap- 
point their own officers. 

Mr. THOMAS SMITH here said that he would 
put this question: 

The Constitution of the United States reserved 
to the States the right of officering their militia, 
and Congress had prescribed their organization; 
Had Congress the right to organize the militia, 
and to dispense with half of the officers which the 
States had a right to appoint? 

Mr. BURT. Certainly not; but the States have 
not the right to prescribe the number of officers ir 
the field. Notwithstanding all the objections of 
the gentlemen to the bill, not one of them has sug- 
gested that the number of officers provided for in 
the third section, ought to be increased. 

The gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Smirn,] Mr. 
B. said, would see that the objection was inappli- 
cable, if a State furnishes a battalion of troops. 

jut he would come to the substance of the objec- 
tion of the gentleman, which was, that the provi- 
sion of the bill was unconstitutional, because it 
provided that the United States should furnish the 
commissaries, quartermasters, and surgeons, and 
the gentleman contended, on the other hand, 
that all the officers should be appointed by the 
States. He (Mr. Bb.) said, that in no just sense 


| could these commissaries, quartermasters, and 


surgeons, be considered as officers of the States. 
The Constitution referred to those officers who 
were to lead the troops. But these officers to whom 
the gentleman alluded, were attached to the army, 
but were not, in any proper sense, to be considered 
as officers. 

Mr. G. DAVIS here remarked that these offi- | 
cers were appointed by the President, with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. 

Mr. BURT replied that civil officers were at- | 
tached to the army, and he proposed to show when | 
these officers were appointed by the President, 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, they | 
were intrusted with the stores and funds belonging 
to the United States, and not with those of the 
States. It was necessary to the efficiency of the ser- 
vice that these officers should be appointed by the 
United States; for they must be under the control 
of the power whose funds they were to disburse. 
That was the reason why they were to be appoint- 
ed by the President with the advice and consent of 
the Senate. 

He trusted that no objection would be raised to 
the bill because it increased Executive patronage; | 
and he would not stop now to meet such an ob- 
jection, even if it existed in the mind of any one 
here. He should at the proper time propose an 
amendment to the bill in reference to the 7th sec- 
tion. He would remark that the military secre- 
taries were officers familiar to the service, and were 
indispensable to general officers in command. 
Their duty was to draw up orders, &c., when offi- 
cers of the line had not time to do it. In time of | 


| peace these duties were discharged by aids, but in | 


the field the aids of major generals and brigadier | 
generals had other and important duties to dis- | 


| charge. 


Mr. ATKINSON here asked whether in the war | 


| with Great Britain any such officers were appoint- 


ed by law? and, if so, whether the law could be | 
produced ? 

Mr. BOYD here suggested a proviso to that sec- | 
tion of the bill. 
Mr. BURT continued, and stated that the pro- 
vision was proposed by the difierent departments, 
and it was deemed necessary for the etliciency of 
the service. He proposed to say a few words upon | 
the ordnance department of the army. The num- 
ber of men connected with that branch of the ser- 
vice was now 250, The amendment proposed to | 
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increase that number, at the discretion of the head 
of that service, to 1,000 men. He held in his hand 
a statement of the number of men employed in it 
at the present time and for some months pre ceding. 
The master blacksmiths and mechanies averaged 
in number 500 in time of peace. Tt was indispen- 
sable to increase the number of officers. The pres- 
ent number was inadequate. A number had been 
drawn off for the service in Texas. These men 


were employed to prepare Carriages for cannon, 
Xec., and the economy of the service required an 
Inercease of their numibe r. He assured the con, 
mittee that the proposed increase of the number of 
mechanics and laborers in the army would not in- 
crease the t xpenses, . , 

Mr. HARALSON here said that he would an- 
swer the objection urged by the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Arkinson.] He referred to a law 
authorizing the appointment of aids and secretaries, 
and argued that the provision referred to in the 
bill was sustained by the practice of the Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. BURT continued, and remarked that it was 
his duty to say a word in re card to other amend- 
ments proposed by the departments, and approved 
by the committee. It was proposed to organize 
from the ordnance corps a company to be called 
** Rocketeers.”” In modern warfare the rocket 
was of great power and efficiency. Modern tm- 
provements had rendered the rocket more destruc- 
tive than even field artillery. The company of 
* Rocketeers’’ in the field would be more efficient 
than a battery of one hundred guns. The corps 
would not increase the expenses of the army, ex- 
cept in providing the material for making the 
rockets. THe trusted that the committee would 
not withhold anything which might be necessary 
for the efficiency of the army, and to give it success. 
Every patriot and every philanthropist must see 
that it was nece ssary to bring this war toa speedy 
termination. ‘There were many political consider- 
ations which required that the war should not Le 
protracted. Let us, therefore, send troops so « quip- 
ped and so officered, that we can strike a blow 
which will bring the war to a speedy close. He 
hoped that this would not prove to bea Florida 
war. Let us unite upon such measures as will 
bring it to an early termination. 

Mr. DARRAGH said that the objection of the 
gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Davis,] to the 
bill,so far as it was grounded upon the right of the 
States to appoint oflicers, was not well founded. 
He drew a distinction between the volunteers and 
the militia, and urged that the bill declaring the 
existence of a war with Mexico had recognised 
that distinction. ‘That bill provided that the Pres- 
ident of the United States should call upon the 
army, navy, and militia, and the second section 
gave him the right to accept the services of volun- 
teers. The President of the United States, he 
therefore argued, retained the power of appointing 
these officers as a portion of the regular army, for 
it was a case in which the power was not reserved 
tothe States. So far as legislation had gone, at 
present there was no militia in the field, but volun- 
teers had been called for. The only question was, 
whether we should give the army all the efficiency 
which was required. 

He adverted to the danger arising from large 
standing armies, and discredited all the predictions 
which had been made of the interference of for- 
eign Powers in the affairs of this continent. Those 
Powers had learned some lessons, and would have 
more which would teach them to stay at home. 
The time was coming when every great European 
Power would be told that they must not come 
here. His word for it, the time was at hand when 
every foot of this continent, though not under our 
own Government, would be under free institutions. 
The old Governments of Europe were wise enough 
to know this. The late victories on the Rio Grande 
would teach the people of Europe that we had the 
morale and the physique to take eare of ourselves. 

Mr. HARALSON begged leave to interrupt the 
gentleman for the purpose of answering the objec- 
tions of the gentleman from Virginia, {Mr. Arkr- 
son,] and he cited a law of May 16, 1812, which au- 
authorized the appointment of military secretaries, 
taken from the line of the army, to the major gener- 
als. He also suggested an amendment which he 
would offer, providing for the suspension of an act 
requring that courts-martial should be ordered by 
the President. Cases had occurred and might oceur 
in which an officer in the army might be unwilling 
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or unable to attend to his duties, and yet no court- 
martial could be called to try him. It became ne- 
cessary, there fore, to suspend the act, 80 that a 
colonel, or any officer, might be brought to a 
speedy trial before a court-martial. It was not 
proposed to repeal the act of 1830, as was sug- 


pested by the Secretary of War, but only to sus- 
pe nd it. 


Mr. DARRAGH resumed, and commented at 
length upon the Injustice of the Government in 
withholding proper provision for the common sol- 
army, while the who had 
vraduated at West Point, were the subjects of such 


diers of out officers, 


continual laud On, Hle would at the proper tiny 
olfér a resolution upon this subject, 

Mr. BRINKERHOFE said sufficient time was 
not allowed to him to speak directly to all the ob- 
of the bill, and that the objections to it had 
been already fully answered. In regard to the ob- 
to the fifth section, he argued that 1 con- 
tained no provision infringing upon the rights of 


jects 


}‘ W1ons 


the State The PrOVISIONS propose d referred to 
the standing army of the United States, and the 
Pre dent, therefore, had the reht to appoint the 
officer The objections, therefore, fell to the 

round "These officers must be re sponsible to the 


Ciovernment of the United St i{cs, because the Vy 


have the use of its fund ‘There was an errone- 
ous impression prevailing, he feared, in regard to 
the first section. ‘There was now but one major 
enernal and two bricvadier cenerals, Gaines and 
Wool. It was the wish of the people that Gen- 
eral Taylor should be ke ptin the fie ld, and that he 
should not be superseded in his command. Gen- 
eral Gaines had rendered distinguished services, but 
his age now disqualified him for active service. 


‘There was at the present time only one brigadier 
the hinne 
The bill asked nothing but the addition 
of two major generals and four brigadier generals. 
‘The life of General Taylor could not be insured 
tous; and if so, the army might be divided, and 
while General Taylor commanded one army, some 


eneral of whose services could be com- 


mh unde 1. 


other eneral must command another. 

‘The hour of two having arrived, the committee 
proces ded to vote. 

And the first section being under consideration, 
in the word 

‘“ Re it enacted, &c., That the President of the 
United States be, and he hereby is, authorized to 
appoint, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, two major generals and four brigadier 
generals, in addition to the present military estab- 
lishment.” 

Mr. G. DAVIS moved the 
pre cedence of it: 

* That all volunteers that may be mustered into 
tie service of the United States under this act, or 
the act to which itis supplemental, shall be held 
and deemed, in all respects whatever, as militia of 
the States in the service of the United States.”’ 

Mr. MeCLERNAND sent to the Clerk’s table a 
law of 1836, certain sections of which were read. 

he question was then taken on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Davis, and by ayes 55, noes 80, it 
was re jects d. 


oe . 
loOhowne: 


following, to take 


—) 


Mr. BOY D offered the following modified amend- 
ment: 

‘Provided, ‘That when the war with Mexico 
shall terminate, the number of major generals in 
the army shall be reduced to one, and the number 
of brizadier cenerals shall be reduced to two. And 
the President of the United States is authorized 
and directed to select from the whole number who 
may then be in office, without regard to the date of 
their commission, the number to be retained, and 
cause the remainder to be discharged from the ser- 
vice of the United States.”’ 

‘The amendment, by ayes 86, noes 73, was agreed 
to. — 

Mr. JOSEPH J. McDOWELL moved to amend 
the first section, by striking out two major generals 
and inserting One major general, 

‘The amendment, by ayes 91, noes 67, was agreed 
r y a) 2 

Mr. MeCLELLAND moved to strike out four 
brizvadier generals, and insert two. 

‘The amendment, by ayes 87, noes 55, was agreed 
to, 

Mr. CARROLL offered an amendment, provi- 
ding that the said officers should be appointed by 
promotion from the regular line of the army. P 
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section, as amended. 








The amendment, by ayes 56, noes 73, was re- 


jected : 


Mr. W. HUNT moved to strike out the first 
Rejected, 


The second section being under consideration, 


as follows: 
‘Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That the | 
President of the United States be, and he hereby / 


is, authorized to call into the service, under the act 
approved May thirteen, eighteen hundred and 
forty-six, such of the general officers of the mili- 
tia as the service, in his opinion, may require, and 
to organize into brigades and divisions the forces 
authorized by said act, according to his discre- 
tion.’’ ; 

Mr. JOSEPH J. MeDOWELL moved to amend 
it, by adding the following: 

‘Provided, That in no case where there are in 
any State two regiments organized, and ready to 
enter the service of the United States, shall the 
brigadier general who shall have been appointed 
by the proper authority of each State to the com- 
mand of such reemments be superseded in his com- 
mand by the President of the United States.” 

‘The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. GRAHAM offered the following 
ment, Which was rej ected: 

‘In the second line, after the word ‘ call,’ insert: 
Upon any of the Governors of any of the States in 
the United States to desienate and appoint any ma- 


amend- 


jor general or brigadier general in their respective 


States to command any division or brigade of vol- 
unteers which has been, or may be called into the 
public service, under the act approved the 13th 
day of May, 1846, and such general officer ap- 
pointed as aforesaid, and accepted by the Presi- 
dent, shall forthwith take command of any division 
or brigade of volunteers that may be assigned to 
him by the competent authorities of the United 
States.”’ 

Mr. GENTRY offered the following substitute 
for the said second section: 

‘** That the forces authorized by the act approved 
May 13, 1846, shall be divided by the President 
into divisions and brigades, and that each division 
shall elect a major general, and each brigade a 
brigadier general, which officers, when so elected, 
shall be commissioned by the President, and shall 
hold the rank of militia officers of their respective 
grades during the time for which they volun- 
teered.”’ 


The amendment was rejected. 


The third section being under consideration, as 


follows: 

** Sec. 3. 4nd be it further enacted, That the field 
and staff of a separate battalion of volunteers, un- 
der this said act, shall be one lieutenant colonel or 
major, one adjutant with the rank of lieutenant, one 
sergeant-major, one quartermaster sergeant, and a 


chief bugler or principal musician, according to 


corps.”” 


Mr. WOODWORTH offered the following 
amendment, which was rejected: 

‘* Insert in the fourth line, after the word “* lieu- 
tenant,’’ one quartermaster, and commissary with 
the rank of major, one assistant quartermaster, and 
one assistant commissary with the rank of captain, 


, 


one surgeon and one assistant surgeon.” 


The fourth section being under consideration, as 
follows: 

‘*Sec. 4. 4nd be it further enacted, That the Pres- 
ident of the United States may limit the privates 
in any volunteer company, according to his dis- 
cretion, at from sixty-four to one hundred, and that 
with every volunteer company an additional second 
lieutenant may be allowed and accepted.’’ 


Mr. McKAY moved to amend it by adding, in 
the fourth line, the words ** containing more than 
sixty-four privates.”’ 

Mr. RATHBUN moved to substitute one hun- 
dred for sixty-four. Rejected. 

And the amendment of Mr. McKay was re- 
jected. 

The fifth section being under consideration, as 
follows: 


“Sec. 5. .4nd be it further enacted, That when 


volunteers or militia are called into the service of 


the United States in such numbers that the officers 
of the quartermaster, commissary, and medical de- 
partments, authorized by law, be not sufficient to 
previde for supplying, quartering, transporting, 


BE. 


\ Rejected. 
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and furnishing them with the requisite medical a: 
tendance, it shall be lawful for the President 4, 
appoint, with the advice and consent of the ea 
as many additional officers of said departments as 
the service may require, not exceeding one quarter. 
master and one commissary for each brigade, wit 
the rank of major, and one assistant quartermast ; 
with the rank of captain, and one assistant commis. 
sary with the rank of captain, one surgeon, and oye 
assistant surgeon, for each regiment; the said quar. 
termasters and commissaries, assistant quartermas. 
ters and assistant commissaries, to give bonds with 
good and sufficient sureties, for the faithful per. 
formance of their duties; and they, and the said 
surgeons and assistant surgeons to perform such 
duties as the President shall direct: Propid,, 
That the said officers shall be allowed the gay, 
pay and emoluments as are now allowed to offic, i 
of the same descriptions and grades in those dp. 
partments, respectively; that they be subject to the 
rules and articles of war, and continue in seryico 
only so long as their services shall be required, in 
connexion with the militia and volunteers,” 

Mr. NORRIS moved to strike out the words 
‘‘or militia.”? Rejected. 

Mr. THOMAS SMITH moved to amend the 
section, in the twenty-third line, by striking oy 
the words ‘the militia.”” Rejected. . 


. 
eT 


The question then was on the following addi- 
tional section, heretofore reported from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, to be numbered six: 

**Sec. 6. That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby, authorized to appoint 
as many additional assistant adjutant generals, 
not exceeding four, as the service may require, who 
shall be appointed in the same manner, have the 
same brevet rank, pay, and emoluments, and he 
charged with the same duties as those now autho- 
rized by law: Provided, That these additional Ap. 
pointments shall continue only so long as the exi- 
gencies of the service may render necessary.” 

Mr. RATHBUN moved to amend it by striking 
out the words ‘have the same brevet rank.” 
Rejected. 

“he amendatory section was then agreed to. 


The following section being under considera- 
tion: 

‘Sec. 7. 4nd be it further enacted, That pro- 
motion in the quartermaster’s department to the 
rank of major, shall hereafter be made from the 
captains of the army; and that appointments in the 
line, and in the general staff, which confer equal 
raik in the army, shall not be held by the same 
officer at the same time; and when any officer of 
the staff who may have been taken from the line 
shall, in virtue of seniority, have obtained, or be 
entitled to promotion to a grade in his regiment 
equal to the commission he may hold in the staf, 
the said officer shall vacate such staff commission, 
or he may, at his option, vacate his commission in 
the line.”’ 


Mr. BOYD moved to amend it by striking out 
the three first lines to the word * and.’’ Rejected. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved to amend the 
section by adding a proviso, that no officer should 
hold a commission in the said department, of the 
rank of major, or higher, and at the same ume re- 
tain a commission in the line. Rejected. 


The 8th section being under consideration, 38 
follows: 

“Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the 
aids-de-camp of the major general commanding the 
army in time of war may be taken from the line, 
without regard to rank; and the aids-de-camp @l- 
lowed to other major generals and brigadier gene- 
rals may be taken from the grade of captain oF 
subaltern, and that the commanding or highest 
general in rank, may, while in the field, appoint a 
military secretary from the subalterns of the army, 
who shall have the pay and emoluments of a ma- 
jor of cavalry for the time being.” 


Mr. S. JONES moved to amend it so as to pro 
vide that the aid-de-camp of the major general com- 
manding, &c., and the ae of the other 
major generals and brigadier generals may be se- 
lected without regard to rank or the line of the 
army. Rejected. 

Mr. RATHBUN moved to strike out the word 
‘* major’’ of cavalry, and insert “ lieutenant.” Re- 
jected. 


Mr. RATHBUN then moved to insert captain. 
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